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Milner Dam

Upper Snake System Overview
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Info from Water District 01 (above Milner)
• More than 345 Points of Diversion
• More than 1,150 water rights for a combined diversion exceeding 

122,000 cfs
• 9 reservoirs with an active capacity of ~4,185,695 acre-feet
• Henry’s Lake & Milner Dam are privately owned/operated



As of Nov 18:
- 927,745 acre-feet
- 23% full and 51% of average
- ~1.2-million acre-feet less than last year

~89% Full



As of Jan 10:
- 21% full and 36% of normal
- Palisades 22% full at 262,842 af
- Jackson 19% full at 163,611 AF

As of Jan 11:
- 36% full and 61% of average
- 97,784 AF lower than last year
- 1,317,717 AF below average
- Fill rate ~11,250 AF/Day



As of Jan 10:
- 21% full and 36% of normal
- Palisades 22% full at 262,842 af
- Jackson 19% full at 163,611 AF

Jackson and Palisades Combined Storage (1958-2022)

As of Jan 11:
- 22% full and 38% of average
- 12,574 AF fuller than last year
- Fill rate ~3,150 AF/day



As of January 11:
- 46% full and 77% of average
- 97,366 AF less than last year
- Fill rate ~7,500 AF/day



Nov 1 – Jan 11 
Conditions



As of January 8:
- 45% full and 76% of normal
- 103,421 AF less than last year
- 43% and 69% full respectively

2023: ~96% of base period average (1991-2020)
2022: ~91% of base period average (1991-2020)



2023: ~96% of base period average (1991-2020)

2023: 80% of base period average (1991-2020)
2023: lower decile - 5-6% percentile for analysis period



2023: ~81% of base period average (1991-2020)
2022: ~79% of base period average (1991-2020)



2023: ~86% of base period average (1991-2020)
2022: ~84% of base period average (1991-2020)

2023: ~86% of base period average (1991-2020)
2022: ~84% of base period average (1991-2020)



January Forecast



~181% of median
95th percentile

~103% if average



2021: ~2 MAF, which is 65% of normal
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Projections of delta storage change for selected years

Current

As of Jan 13,
Forecast Range: 68-134% of average

1993 HEFS Trace

2022 HEFS Trace
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Projections of delta storage change for selected years

Current

2022 – 60-65% Full

*120+ % of average needed

provisional



Outlook
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Projections of delta storage change for selected years

Current

Analog Year Observed Total Natural Flow above Milner
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Projections of delta storage change for selected years

Current

2022 – 60-65% Full



Release Targets/Outlook*

• Jackson: ~280 cfs 
•Palisades: ~900 cfs 
•Henry’s Lake: 0 cfs
• Island Park: ~200 cfs
•Ririe: 0 cfs
•American Falls: ~300 cfs 
•Minidoka: ~425 cfs
•Little Wood: 0 cfs
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WaterSmart Opportunities
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WaterSMART | Bureau of Reclamation (usbr.gov)

Reclamation Contact: Melissa Jayo
mjayo@usbr.gov
(208-896-4406)

https://www.usbr.gov/watersmart/
mailto:mjayo@usbr.gov


For More Information
Snake River Area Office
– Lanie Paquin - Area Manager

208-383-2246
mpaquin@usbr.gov

Snake River Operations Web Sites

– Upper Snake water information site -
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html

– USBR HydroMet - http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
– Northwest River Forecast Center - http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
– NRCS SNOTEL Data - http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/

Upper Snake Field Office
– Mike Hilliard – Field Office Manager

208-678-0461 (x34)
mhilliard@usbr.gov

– Brian Stevens – Water Operations Group Manager (x24)
bstevens@usbr.gov

– Jeremy Dalling - Reservoir Operations Lead (x25)
jdalling@usbr.gov

– Darrin Fredrickson - Staff Assistant (x17)
dfredrickson@usbr.gov

mailto:jgregg@usbr.gov
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
mailto:rnewman@usbr.gov
mailto:Rbliss@usbr.gov
mailto:Mbeus@usbr.gov
mailto:Mbeus@usbr.gov
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