
April Water Supply Meeting
April 9, 2021

Upper Snake Reservoir Operations
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Reservoir system: 88% full
31,957 AF less than last year
121% of 91’-20’ Avg

125% Avg

155% Avg

Above Heise:142% Avg
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March 2021 Percent Normal Precipitation



Southeastern Idaho Percent of 
Average Precipitation - April
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Date Above 
Heise

Snake 
Headwaters

Gros 
Ventre

Greys-
Hoback

Salt Palisades Upper 
Henrys

Lower 
Henrys

Teton Willow 
Creek

Blackfoot Portneuf Little Wood

Mar 9 92% 88% 95% 91% 90% 108% 78% 89% 99% 85% 86% 72% 63%

Apr 6 89% 95% 91% 83% 84% 101% 78% 86% 92% 84% 81% 73% 60%



5



6



7

Date Heise Jackson 
Lake

Island 
Park

Teton Ririe Little 
Wood

Mar 94% 90% 84% 89% 88% 61%

Apr 80% 80% 81% 83% 69% 41%
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April through September Heise Forecast of 80.27%, 3,039 KAF
100,000 AF available for flow augmentation through Rainbow Color Chart
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*61,630 AF space
*Filling at 2,500 AF/day
*~25 days to fill
*Physical fill will depend on diversions
and runoff
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Current Operations
•Currently only delivering for irrigation diversions.
•>>As Districts have estimates please send them to 
Reclamation (jdalling@usbr.gov)

•Reclamation also getting diversion updates from 
Water District 01.

• Jackson Lake filling into the 200 kaf winter space 
(up to 672 kaf by 4/15)

•Potential for 50 kaf space in Palisades heading into 
May. 

•Palisades outflow maintaining acceptable flows in 
Blackfoot reach.

•Keep water in Palisades as much as possible
•American Falls 96% full, delivering downstream 
irrigation use.19

mailto:jdalling@usbr.gov


Operational Outlook
• Jackson Lake: maintain space; reduced to 300 cfs yesterday.
• Palisades Reservoir: maintain 1,750 cfs until additional flow 

needed downstream.
• Island Park: passing 430 cfs, slowly gaining storage, near top of 

the winter pool.
• Ririe Reservoir: maintain 0 cfs.
• American Falls Dam: discharging 4,400 cfs, current inflow ~4,045 

cfs
• Minidoka Dam: discharging 3,200 cfs
• Diversions at Minidoka: ~770 cfs
• Diversions at Milner: ~3,400 cfs
• Little Wood Dam: will deliver when flow needed downstream.
• Gate inspections and associated drawdown levels for Jackson Lake 

(similar to fall 2019) scheduled for fall 2021.
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