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March 1 
Conditions 



SWE Increases during February

• 3 to 10” in Pend Orielle & Coeur d’Alene

• 5 to 20” in Clearwater

• 2 to 10” in Salmon, West-Central, Southern & Upper Snake

• 1 to 3” in Wood & Lost



February Monthly Precipitation

• Above normal monthly precipitation for all mountain areas, 
except the Wood & Lost basins where drought conditions 
persist

• Wood & Lost: Record low (SNOTEL era) total precipitation 
continues since beginning of WY2019



Wood & Lost Drought

• Seasonal precipitation has 
been below normal since 
Spring of 2019 (March-June)



Clearwater River Basin



Big Wood River Basin



Big Lost River Basin



Salmon Falls River Basin



March 1 50% Streamflow Forecasts

Notables (% of average): 
• NF Clearwater: 109% 
• MF Salmon: 89%
• Payette nr Horseshoe Bend: 97%
• Boise R nr Boise: 95%
• Snake River nr Heise: 91% 



Amount Needed & Target Streamflow Forecasts

2021 Streamflow needed for adequate water supply (KAF)
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• Record* low soil 
moisture 
throughout 
southern half of 
Idaho & Upper 
Snake

*period of record is less 
than 20 years in most cases

Salmon Falls River Basin



State of the SNOTEL Network

• Trinity Mountain SWE   

• Humboldt Gulch SWE

• Gros Ventre SWE 



Contact Information: 

Idaho Snow Survey – NRCS

Danny Tappa

Daniel.tappa@usda.gov

208-789-6992

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/id/snow/

