l[daho Water Supply Outlook
March 12’ 2021 NRCS Snow Survey
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Basin-wide water year precipiiation as a
° | percentage of the 1981 to 2010 average.
1 Provisional data- subject to revision.
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SWE Increases during February

3to 10” in Pend Orielle & Coeur d’Alene

5to 20” in Clearwater

2 to 10” in Salmon, West-Central, Southern & Upper Snake

1 to 3” in Wood & Lost
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Statistical shading breaks at 10th, 30th, 50th, 70th, and 30th Percentiles.
For more information visit: 30 year normals calculstion description.
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1 month Precipitation
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Percent NRCS 1981-2010 Average

February 1, 2021 - February 28, 2021
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WY Accumulated Precip. {in.)

February Monthly Precipitation

* Above normal monthly precipitation for all mountain areas,

except the Wood & Lost basins where drought conditions
persist

* Wood & Lost: Record low (SNOTEL era) total precipitation

continues since beginning of WY2019

PRECIPITATION IN
BIG LOST
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Statistical shading bresks at 10th, 30th, S50th, 70th, and 90th Percentiles.
For more information visit: 30 year normals calculation description.



Wood & Lost Drought

e Seasonal precipitation has
been below normal since
Spring of 2019 (March-June)

3 month Precipitation

Percent NRCS 1981-2010 Average December 1, 2020 - February 28, 2021
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Snow Water Equivalent (in.)

Clearwater River Basin
SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT IN

CLEARWATER
Feset Range Link to data: CSv / JSON Station List
70 O I\I RCS ®  Median Peak SWE
\ } = Max
Current as of 03/11/2021: Median (POR]
60 % of Madian - 105% Median ("81-'10)
%% Median Peak - 90% .
Days Until Median Peak - 23 — Min
Percentile - 54 Stats. Shading
30 — 2021 (9 sites)
2020 (9 sites]
2019 (9 sites
40 2018 (O sites
» 2017 (9 sites
—_— 2015 (9 sites
30 2015 (2 sites
—— 2014 (9 sites
2013 (9 sites
20 2012 (9 sites
2011 (9 sites
2010 (9 sites
10 2009 (9 sites
2008 (9 sites

Nov 1 Jan 1 Mar 1 May 1 Jul 1 Sep 1

. —— - k ”

Statistical shading breaks at 10th, 20th, S0th, 70th, and 90th Percentiles.
For mare information visit: 30 year normals calculation description.




Snow Water Equivalent {in.)

Big Wood River Basin
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BIG WOOD
Reset Range Link to data: CSV / JSOM Station List
30
0 % Median Peak SWE
\ } = Max
Current as of 03/11/2021: Median (POR)
25 % of Median - 80% Median ('81-'10)
% Madian Peak - 74% .
Days Until Median Peak - 17 = Min
Percentile - 30 Stats. Shading
—_— 021 (7 sites)
20 I
2020 {7 sites
2019 {7 sites)
— 2018 {7 sites)
15 2017 (7 sites]
fa. 2016 (7 sites)
2015 (7 sites
— 2014 (7 sites
i0 2013 (7 sites]
2012 (7 sites)
2011 (7 sites]
- | |
J 2010 (7 sites]
E J —J 2009 (7 sites]
—_— 2008 (7 sites
f 2007 (7 sites]
P e = o 2006 (7 sites
ONE 7T rikae
Nov 1 Jan 1 Mar 1 May 1 Jul 1 Sep 1

—

N s F_P"‘k\'\, H

Statistical shading breaks at 10th, 20th, 50th, 70th, and 90th Percentiles.
For more information visit: 30 year normals calculation description.




Snow Water Equivalent {in.)

Big Lost River Basin
SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT IN
BIG LOST
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Statistical shading breaks at 10th, 20th, 50th, 70th, and 90th Percentiles.
For more information visit: 30 year normals calculation description.



Snow Water Equivalent (in.)

Salmon Falls River Basin
SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT IN
SALMON FALLS
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Statistical shading breaks at 10th, 20th, S0th, 70th, and 90th Percentiles.
For mare information visit: 30 year normals calculation description.




Forecast Volume,
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L Notables (% of average):
* NF Clearwater: 109%
.| * MFSalmon: 89%
~| « Payette nr Horseshoe Bend: 97%
* Boise R nr Boise: 95%

 Snake River nr Heise: 91%
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Adequate Irrigation Supply (KAF)

2021 Streamflow needed for adequate water supply (KAF)
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Agricultural Water

Most Recent Year| Supply Shortage
SWsl With Similar SWSI| May Occur When
BASIN or REGION Value Value SWSl is Less Than
Spokane 1.6 2018 NA
Clearwater 1.3 2019 NA
Salmon -1.1 2002 NA
Weiser 0.0 2003 NA
Payette -0.3 2014 NA
Boise -0.3 2016 -2.0
Big Wood above Hailey -1.1 2014 -2.8
Big Wood -2.2 2014 0.4
Little Wood -1.3 2020 -1.7
Big Lost -0.8 2013 0.7
Little Lost - - 1.5
Teton 0.3 2019 - 3.9
Henrys Fork 0.8 2014 -26
Snake (Heise) -0.3 2012 -1.7
Oakley -0.5 2008 -0.4
Salmon Falls above Jackpot 0.0 2020 NA
Salmon Falls -0.8 2005 -0.9
Bruneau -0.3 2004 NA
Owyhee -0.3 2008 -2.6
Bear River 1.3 2013 - 3.6

STS

82%

44%



Soil Moisture (20 in.) Percentile (POR) March 7, 2021, end of day

e Record* low soil
moisture
throughout
southern half of
ldaho & Upper
Snake
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Watershed Boundaries
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Sites with less than 5 years of
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State of the SNOTEL Network

* Trinity Mountain SWE
* Humboldt Gulch SWE

* Gros Ventre SWE
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Northern Idaho Mountains near Lookout Pass Ski Area
Photo taken by Peter Youngblood, February 20, 2021

Cloudy days and frequent snowfall occurred throughout February over much of Idaho’s mountains. In
some areas, particularly in northern Idaho, record increases in snow water content for the month were
observed! Most of Idaho now holds a normal to above normal snowpack, which bodes well for water
supplies. Continue reading the full report for in-depth details and learn which areas we still have
concerns about (hint: déja vu).



https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/id/snow/

