
Water Supply Committee Meeting

Reservoir Operations 
January 12, 2018

Corey Loveland, Water Operations Manager
Upper Snake Field Office, BOR



Outline:

• Upper Snake Reservoir Status
• Jan 1 Volume Forecasts
• Individual Reservoir Status
• Jackson/Palisades/American 

Falls Operations Plan
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Wet: 2017
Avg: 2008
Dry: 1987

Total Sy stem Storage 
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2018 January Runoff Forecasts
as of 1/1/18

• Heise = 108% Average*#

• Ririe = 88% Average*+

• Little Wood = 85% Average*#

• Island Park = 96% Average# (PCA Forecast)

*Coordinated USBR and USACE Forecast
#Jan-Jul Forecast Period
+Jan-Jun Forecast Period

% Average based on 1981-2010 period
Assumes normal subsequent conditions
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MONTHLY FORECAST SUMMARY 
January Ol 2018 
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Snake System - S im ilar Water Years of Runoff to Jan 2018 Forecast 
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1983 to 2018 sorted
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17”

Wet: 2017
Avg: 2008
Dry: 1987

LEWIS LAKE D IVIDE Elevation: 7850 .000 
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Jackson Storage
Jackson Lake at Dam on Snake River near Moran, WY Elevation: 6789 .000 

1- 2018 - 2017 - 2008 - 1987 - avg I 
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Palisades Storage
Palisades Reservoir near Irwin, ID Ele vation: 5353 .000 
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Palisades Releases
Snake River near Irwin, ID Elevation: 5353 .000 
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American Falls Storage

Am e rican Falls Reservoir at Am e rican Falls , ID Ele vation: 4370 .000 
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American Falls Releases
Snake River at Neeley, ID Elevation:4242 .000 

1- 2018 - 2017 - 2008 - 1987 - avg I 
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Ririe Storage
Ririe Dam and Lake near Ririe, ID Elevation: 5119.000 
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Little Wood Storage

~ 

" 

30,000 

28,000 

26,000 

24,000 

22,000 

20,000 

18,000 

'* 16,000 

" b 14,000 
"' 12,000 

10,000 

8,000 

6,000 

4,000 

2,000 

~ 

.// 
V / 

, 7 v ~ 

~ ./ 1..,........ 
/.. ~ 

i...,...----

_/ 
. ...-

Little Wood Dam and Reservoir near Carey, ID Elevation: 5100.000 
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From Rob Van Kirk’s (from Henrys Fork Foundation) email today:

• WOW! Precipitation totals yesterday at the higher elevations from 
Island Park southward to Pine Creek Pass ranged from 0.9 inch at 
Island Park to 1.6 inches at Grassy Lake.

• Watershed-total precipitation increased to 93% of average for the 
date, and SWE increased to 97% of average.

• Island Park Reservoir has gained 1,211 ac-ft over the past week, due 
primarily to direct precipitation on the reservoir surface.
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Milner Discharge
Snake River at Milner, Idaho Elevation:4063 .000 
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Preliminary PAL/JCK Operational Plan*

• Palisades Dam – Current discharge = 2,900 cfs.
Discharge to stay the same until late winter.

• American Falls – Current discharge = 7,300 cfs. 
Discharge likely to remain steady in the near term. 

Open storage space will continue to be approximately 200,000 acre-
feet, which Reclamation plans to maintain throughout the winter. 
The operation of passing inflow will likely continue through the winter 
months into February/March when a much better picture of snowpack and 
forecasted spring runoff inflows are known. If future precipitation goes 
very dry, BOR will fill the reservoir in February/March (~16 days to fill) 

• Current Inflow = 6,400 cfs (1981-2010 Average = 6,100 cfs) 

• Current Snow Status: 97% of today’s date median snow water 
equivalent above American Falls Dam (45% of Median Peak) 

• Current Water Year-to-date Precipitation: 89% of average above 
American Falls Dam

*SUBJECT TO CHANGE



• Milner Dam

• Current power plant flow rate = 5,400 cfs. Current 
flow rate through the spillway = 1,900 cfs. 

• Total discharge from Milner Dam = 7,300 cfs.

• Ririe Dam

• Current discharge = 0 cfs. Ririe Reservoir is 
currently rising by approximately 90 acre-feet per 
day.



• Island Park Dam

• Current Discharge = 500 cfs. Inflows are essentially 
matching outflow leaving the pool fairly constant.
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