
Transfer Memo No. 24 – Table of Contents   December 21, 2009 
 
 
Page#  Section 
 
2  When a Transfer is Required 

• changes to elements of a water right 
• changes to points of diversion 
• changes in place of use 
• consolidation of acreage  
• land application of wastewater 
• correction of  errors 

 
4  When a Transfer is Not Required 

• changes in consumptive use 
• change in ownership 
• partial relinquishment 
• split rights 
• changes to points of diversion within recorded location 
• replacement of point of diversion 
• refined descriptions 
• changes in place of use within recorded location 
• generally described place of use 
• municipal places of use 
• in-stream stock watering 
• intensified use of water 
• mitigation through non-use of a right 
• land application of wastewater to replace existing supply 

 
7  Requirements for an Acceptable Application for Transfer 

• application forms 
• name and address 
• list of water rights to be changed 
• associated water rights or water supply 
• reason for change 
• description of proposed change 
• map of system 
• response to questions on the form 
• changes to part of a right 
• signature 
• filing fee 
• changes to point of diversion from Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer 
• historic beneficial use 
• electronic shape files or photographs documenting place of use changes 
• applications involving water rights for domestic purposes 
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15  Changes to Applications for Transfer 

• amendment of application 
• assignment of application 

 
15  Processing an Application for Transfer Prior to Hearing 

• initiating processing – data entry 
• additional information 
• administrative, hydrologic, and legal review 
• preparation of staff memorandum 
• rejection or denial of application 
• applicant contest of rejection or denial 
• public notice 
• preparation of approval document 
• contested case proceedings 
• gathering information needed for processing 
• requests for additional information 
• watermaster recommendation 
• staff to exercise judgment 

 
19  Evaluation of Authority to File an Application for Transfer 

• presumption based upon department ownership records 
• other acceptable documentation 
• applicant does not own new place of use 
• conditions on associated rights 
• authority to sign on behalf of an applicant 
• corporation, partnership, joint venture, association, or other business 

entity 
• approval of irrigation entity or legislature 
• liens, mortgages, or contract restrictions 
• municipal provider 
• agreement not to divert 

 
22  Evaluation of Water Right Validity 

• department records 
• other acceptable documentation 
• validity of unchanged parts of a water right 
• statutory or beneficial use claims 

 
24  Injury to Other Water Rights 

• reduction in quantity of water available to other water rights 
• rotation 
• unreasonable effort or expense 
• unusable water quality 
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• mitigation 
• ground water management area or critical ground water area 
• change of source 
• changing aquifer source 
• conveyance losses 
• additional considerations 
• location of nearby wells 
• location of nearby springs 
• ground water levels 
• water-bearing zones 

 
28  Enlargement of use 

• diversion rate, annual diversion volume, and number of acres licensed or 
decreed 

• beneficial use 
• stacked water rights 
• changing supplemental right to primary water right 
• historic beneficial use 
• period of use 
• confined animal feeding operations 
• fish propagation 
• disposal of waste water 
• enhanced water supply 
• water held for reasonably anticipated future needs 
• changing the purpose of use for a water right to municipal purposes 
• historic use recognized for municipal purposes 
• stored water 
• conveyance losses 
• measuring requirements for ground water diversions in the ESPA and 

modeled tributaries 
 
33  Local Public Interest 

• recreation, fish, and wildlife impacts 
• water, and hazardous substance standards 
• local and state requirements 
• neighboring jurisdictions 
• state water plan 

 
34  Beneficial Use and Conservation of Water Resources 

• efficiency of diversion and use 
• diversion rates for irrigation use 
• state water plan 
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35  Effect on Economy of Local Area 

• changes in employment 
• changes in economic activity 
• stability of economic activity 

 
36  Effect on Agricultural Base of the Local Area 

• financial impacts on local governments 
• financial impacts on others 
• agricultural job displacement 
• agrarian lands 
• financial impact on overall economy 


