
BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

OF THE STATE OF IDAHO 

IN THE MATTER OF A DECLARATION ) 
OF DROUGHT EMERGENCY FOR ) 
LINCOLN COUNTY ) 

ORDER DECLARING 
DROUGHT EMERGENCY 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners for Lincoln County has requested that 
the Governor and the Director of the Idaho Department of Water Resources declare a drought 
emergency for Lincoln County to allow administrative actions to lessen the impacts of drought 
conditions in the county; and 

WHEREAS, Lincoln County is included within the Big Wood River and Little Wood 
River drainages; and 

WHEREAS, the south central portion of the state, including Lincoln County, is 
experiencing drought conditions due to below normal precipitation and snowpack levels. 
Specifically, overall snow water equivalent (SWE) rates this year in the Big Wood and Little 
Wood Basins on May 1 was respectively just 56 and 12 percent of median. Year to date 
precipitation levels in the Big Wood and Little Wood Basins was respectively about 64 and 57 
percent of average as of May 18. 

WHEREAS, May through September stream flow volume forecasts for the Big Wood 
River below Magic Dam and the Little Wood River near Carey are respectively estimated to be 
only 14 and 34 percent of average; and 

WHEREAS, the United States Drought Monitor Index on May 14, 2020, showed Lincoln 
County included within that potion of south-central Idaho classified as abnormally dry to 
moderate drought; and 

WHEREAS, section 42-222A, Idaho Code, provides that upon declaration of a drought 
emergency for an area designated by the Director of the Department of Water Resources 
("Director") and approved by the Governor, the Director is authorized to allow temporary 
changes in the point of diversion, the place of use, and the purpose of use for valid existing water 
rights and temporary exchanges of water rights when the Director determines that such changes 
can be accomplished in accordance with the provisions of section 42-222A, Idaho Code; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that pursuant to the authority of the 
Director provided in section 42-222A, Idaho Code, a drought emergency for purposes of section 
42-222A, Idaho Code, is hereby declared for Lincoln County, Idaho. 

IT IS FURTHER HEREBY ORDERED that pursuant to this declared drought emergency 
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and the provisions of section 42-222A, Idaho Code, the following procedures and requirements 
shall apply to the filing, processing, and approval of any application for a temporary change to an 
existing water right within Lincoln County during the pendency of this declared drought 
emergency: 

1. An application for a temporary change to an existing water right shall be made 
upon forms provided by the department and shall be accompanied by an 
application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) per application. 

2. The Director is not required to publish notice of the proposed change pursuant to 
the provisions of section 42-211, 42-222(1) or 42-240, Idaho Code, and is not 
required to make findings as provided in said sections. A temporary change may 
be approved upon completion of the application form, payment of the filing fee, 
and a determination by the Director that the proposed change can be properly 
administered and there is no information that the change will injure any other 
water right. If the right to be changed is administered by a watermaster within a 
water district, the Director shall obtain and consider the recommendations of the 
watermaster before approving the temporary change application. 

3. All temporary changes approved pursuant to the provisions of this order shall 
expire on the date shown in the approval which shall not be later than December 
31, 2020, and thereafter, the water right shall revert to the point of diversion and 
place of use existing prior to the temporary change. Nothing herein shall be 
construed as approval to authorize construction of a new well as a new point of 
diversion or to alter a stream channel. 

4. The recipient of an approved temporary change issued pursuant to this order shall 
assume all risk of curtailment or mitigation should the diversion and use of water 
under the temporary change cause injury to other water rights or result in an 
enlargement in use of the original right. 

5. Temporary changes shall only be approved for the purpose of providing a 
replacement water supply to lands or other uses that normally have a full water 
supply, except for the drought condition. Temporary changes may not be 
approved to provide water for new development or to allow expansion of the use 
of water under existing water rights. If the right to use the water is represented by 
shares of stock in a corporation, or if the diversion works or delivery system for 
such right is owned or managed by an irrigation district, no change in point of 
diversion, place or nature of use of such water shall be made or allowed without 
the written consent of such corporation or irrigation district. 

6. Any applicant for a temporary change who is aggrieved by a denial of the 
Director for a temporary change pursuant to this order and the provisions of 
section 42-222A, Idaho Code, may request a hearing pursuant to section 42-
l 70 l A(3), Idaho Code, and may seek judicial review of the final order of the 
Director pursuant to the provisions of section 42-1701 A( 4 ), Idaho Code. 
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IT IS FURTHER HEREBY ORDERED that this order is effective upon approval of the 
Governor and expires on December 31, 2020, unless extended or terminated by order of the 
Director. 

DATED this 2.0 fb_ day of May, 2020. 

APPROVED this ~ ~ day of May, 2020. 
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Direc r 

Brad Little 
Governor 
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Phone number: 

Malling address to send proclamation: 

Organization or Individual requesting: 

Date(s) to be proclalmed: 

Brad Little 

GOVE,RNOR 

PROCLA MAT]()N REQU~;S'J' FORM 
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SOie point of contact: 
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PROCLAMATION DETAILS 

ness Month or Human Rlohts Day) 
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••A COMPLETE DRAFT of the proposed proclamation needs to accompany this proclamation request form In order for It to be 
considered and processed. To view previous proclamations Issued by the Governor as guidance In drafting your proclamation, visit 
the Proclamations Archive on Governor Otters Web site. Also, be sure to check the Proclamation Policy for guide/Ines. 

Signing ceremony requested (clrde one)? Yes 
If Yes, please complete a scheduling request form an su mlt to the Governor's Office along with this form. Sign ing ceremonies are 
granted on a limited basis. In most cases, the proclamation will be malled to the sole point of contact or It may be picked up In the 
Governor's Office. 

Proc/amatlon Polley: 
1. eeoctamatfoot art llmttgd to non;(oa,roe,c1al non-profit , [lods wh{ch /Jave dcf(ottc JocqtauMUes 1n /dqhe, lo utbec words. national 

oraaalmtlons acoups. qr acrMtlgs tl,at d,:tlcc q oroclqmqrlon musr have 0a ta-m14 snonsot co ku ,oa,lderecf by th,: Gqurnor',t omce. 
2. Your request mu1t be submitted three {3) weeks prior to the dote you wish to receive the document. 
3. Rocurrlng roquests must be flied yearly. Proc/omat/on5 do not have a standing order. 
4. If you feel the med/n may have an Interest In your proclamation, Ir Is your responsibility to contacl media outlets. 
5. A proclamation does not Indicate or Imply the Governor's support for any given Issue or project, 
6. Not all requests for proclamations can be Issued due to the vol£1me and natur11 of the requests. 
7. No proclamation or par!lon of a proclomatlon may be used as part of a paid advertisement wlthovt w,INen pt>rmlsslon from the Governor's Office, 
B. The Governor reserves the right to deny, wlrhour comment, any proclamatlan request received by his office, 
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Disaster Declaration 
Lincoln County, Idaho 

2020-07 

WHEREAS, there is a threat to property in Lincoln County us the result of drought throughout 
the Big and Little Wood River drainages; and, 

WHEREAS, there is a high probability of significant crop loss due to lack of water; and 

WHEREAS, the MRCS April I Water Supply Outlook Report predicted that our April to July 
water supply would be 25% of average; and, 

WHEREAS, decreed water on the Hig Wood River below Magic Reservoir is already being 
curtailed due to extremely low inflow levels into Magic Reservoir. These curtailments are some 
of the earliest on record; and 

WHEREAS, decreed water on the I ,ittle Wood River is also being curtailed at the earliest dates 
on record; nnd 

WHEREAS, there was good carry over in the Magic Reservoir from 2019, but record low 
precipitation since February )st has caused Magic Reservoir deliveries to likely be shut off 
sometime around the middle or August; and 

WHEREAS, in a local disaster emergency as defined in Section 46-1003, Idaho Code, is in 
existence in Lincoln County due to the imminent threat to property; and, 

WI IEREAS, Section 46-101 I, Idaho Code, authorizes the Corn mission of Lincoln County to 
dcclme a local disaster emergency to authorize the rurnishing of' aid and assistance hereunder; 
and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved and declared by the Lincoln County, Idaho, Board of 
Commissioners, as follows: 

I. A disaster emergency exists within Lincoln County, created by an imminent threat of 
property, agricultural land, and infrastructure damage and/or loss; 

2. Such disaster requires Stale and Federal emergency assistance to supplement local efforts to 
protect such property and to coordinate a multi-agency effort to mitigate, to avert, and to 
lessen the impact of such potential drought and other threats; 

3. The Lincoln County Board of Commissioners requests that the Governor of the State of 
Idaho as well as other appropriate Stale agencies and officials, together with other 
appropriate Federal officic1ls, make such declarations, and provide such assistance to Lincoln 
County as required and allowed, by law. 



Adopted unanimously, in open session, this 4th day of May, 2020, by those Commissioners 
subscribing their names hereto. 

DATED this 4th day of May, 2020. 

Rick Ellis, Commissioner 

Attested: 

Cc: Governor Brad Little 
Kevin Lakey, Dept. of Water Resources 
David Stephenson, Big Wood Canal Company 
Lincoln County Extension Office 
Agricultural Stabilization Office, Jerome 


