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Thomas J. Budge (ISB No. 7465) 
RACINE OLSON, PLLP 
201 E. Center St. / P. O. Box 1391 
Pocatello, Idaho 83204-1391 
Phone: (208) 232-6101 
tj@racineolson.com 

Attorneys for Cat Creek Energy, LLC 
 

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES  

STATE OF IDAHO  

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 
FOR PERMIT NOS. 63-34403, 63-34652, 
63-34897, 63-34900, AND 63-35522 IN 
THE NAME OF CAT CREEK ENERGY, 
LLC 

 
STATUS REPORT  

 

 
 Cat Creek Energy, LLC (“Cat Creek”) submits this status report to the Director of the Idaho 

Department of Water Resources (the “Department”) in accordance with the Order Consolidating 

Proceedings and Parties, Order Continuing Informal Proceedings, Notice of Status Conference 

issued August 9, 2024.  

 The August 9, 2024, order requires Cat Creek to submit a status report annually. Cat Creek 

acknowledges that it did not submit a status report by February 1, 2026. 

 The reason for the delayed filing is that Cat Creek has been actively engaged in confidential 

negotiations with multiple potential financial and development partners. Cat Creek anticipated that 

those negotiations would conclude in a manner that would allow it to report a material development 

regarding project financing and advancement in advance of the status conference scheduled April 

7, 2026. Those negotiations remain ongoing, however. Because of the confidential nature of those 

discussions, Cat Creek is not currently in a position to publicly disclose their status or details, but 

expects to be able to provide a more substantive update once those discussions conclude. 

 Cat Creek continues to believe that informal proceedings remain appropriate while these 

negotiations are underway and related federal processes remain unresolved. Informal proceedings 
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promote efficiency, conserve party resources, and allow coordinated consideration of state and 

federal permitting issues. 

 That said, Cat Creek recognizes that the Director and other parties may wish to proceed 

with an evidentiary hearing. If the Director determines that it is appropriate to return these pro-

ceedings to formal status, Cat Creek will be prepared to discuss and, if necessary, establish an 

appropriate hearing schedule at the April 7, 2026, status conference. 

 Cat Creek submits this report in good faith to update the Department and the parties on the 

reason for the delayed filing and to clarify its procedural position going forward. 

 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 6th day of April, 2026. 

 
RACINE OLSON, PLLP 

 

By:        
   Thomas J. Budge 
   Attorneys for Applicant Cat Creek Energy, LLC 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

  I certify that on this 6th day of April, 2026, the foregoing document was served on the 
following persons via the email address identified. 
          
                 
 

IDAHO DEPT. OF WATER RESOURCES 
Director Mathew Weaver 
Garrick L. Baxter 
Sarah Tschohl 
file@idwr.idaho.gov 
mathew.weaver@idwr.idaho.gov 
garrick.baxter@idwr.idaho.gov 
sarah.tschohl@idwr.idaho.gov 

Ballentyne Ditch Co., et al. 
SAWTOOTH LAW OFFICES PLLC 
Daniel B. Steenson 
S. Bryce Farris 
Andrew J. Waldera 
dan@sawtoothlaw.com  
bryce@sawtoothlaw.com  
andy@sawtoothlaw.com 

Cat Creek Energy, LLC 
James Carkulis 
David R. Tuthill, Jr. 
Hal Anderson 
Gary D. Slette 
jtc@ccewsrps.net  
dave@idahowaterengineering.com   
hal@idahowaterengineering.com 
gslette@rsidaholaw.com 

Office of Energy and Mineral Resources 
IDAHO GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF 
ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES 
Marissa Warren, Energy Program Manager 
Emily Her, Policy Analyst 
George Lynch, Legal Counsel 
marissa.warren@oer.idaho.gov  
Emily.her@oer.idaho.gov  
george.lynch@oer.idaho.gov 

S Bar Ranch, LLC 
The District at Parkcenter, LLC 
HAWLEY TROXELL ENNIS & HAWLEY 
Amy Knight  
Richard F. Goodson 
Tyler Anderson 
rgoodson@hawleytroxell.com  
tanderson@hawleytroxell.com 
aknight@hawleytroxell.com 

Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
IDAHO DEPT. OF FISH AND GAME 
Craig White 
Tom Bassista 
Bradley Dawson 
Brandon Flack, Reg. Tech. Assistance Mgr.   
Southwest Region 
craig.white@idfg.idaho.gov 
thomas.bassista@idfg.idaho.gov  
bradley.dawson@idfg.idaho.gov 
brandon.flack@idfg.idaho.gov  

Trout Unlimited 
Julisa Edwards, General Counsel 
Kira Finkler, Director 
Michael Gibson 
Kira.finkler@tu.org  
Julisa.edwards@tu.org 
Michael.gibson@tu.org  

Boise Project Board of Control &  
Riverside Irrigation District 
BARKER ROSHOLT & SIMPSON LLP 
Albert P. Barker 
apb@idahowaters.com 
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Idaho Power Company 
BARKER ROSHOLT & SIMPSON LLP 
John K. Simpson 
jks@idahowaters.com 

City of Meridian  
MERIDIAN CITY ATTORNEY 
Kurt J. Starman 
kstarman@meridiancity.org 
kradek@meridiancity.org 

Idaho Department of Lands 
J.J. Winters 
jwinters@idl.idaho.gov  

USDI BLM 
USDI BLM IDAHO STATE OFFICE 
Fredric W. Price 
fwprice@blm.gov 

Veolia 
GIVENS PURSLEY LLP 
Michael P. Lawrence 
Christopher H. Meyer 
Charles Baser 
mpl@givenspursley.com  
chrismeyer@givenspursley.com 
charliebaser@givenspursley.com 

 Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
State Board of Land Commissioners 
STATE OF IDAHO OFFICE OF THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
Ann N. Yribar, Deputy Attorney 
Michael C. Orr 
ann.yribar@ag.idaho.gov 
Michael.orr@ag.idaho.gov 

United States of America Bureau of 
Reclamation 
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 
Ben Miller 
bjmiller@usbr.gov  

City of Boise 
BOISE CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
Scott B. Muir, Deputy City Attorney 
Mary R. Grant, Deputy City Attorney 
BoiseCityAttorney@cityofboise.org  
mrgrant@cityofboise.org 

IDAHO CONSERVATION LEAGUE 
Bryan Hurlbutt 
Laird Lucas 
ADVOCATES FOR THE WEST 
bhurlbutt@advocateswest.org  
llucas@advocateswest.org 

Elmore County, Bd. of Cty. Comm’rs 
VARIN WARDWELL LLC 
Dylan B. Lawrence 
dylanlawrence@varinwardwell.com 

Tree Top Ranches LP 
William J. Mulder  
wjmulder@treetopranches.com 

Gwinn Rice Ranch LLC 
Jim Rice 
Jimrice1965@gmail.com 

Wildlands Defense 
Katie Fite 
katie@wildlandsdefense.org 

Allen R. Thompson 
kimraftertranch@gmail.com 

Wendi Combs 
missterry52@yahoo.com 
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