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Intervenor-Respondent-Cross-Appellant. 
-------------------------------------------------------
--IN THE MATTER OF DISTRIBUTION OF 
WATER TO VARIO US WATER RIGHTS HELD 
BY OR FOR THE BENEFIT OF A&B 
IRRIGATION DISTRICT, AMERICAN FALLS 
RESERVOIR DISTRICT #2, BURLEY 
IRRIGATION DISTRICT, MILNER IRRIGATION 
DISTRICT, MINIDOKA IRRIGATION DISTRICT, 
NORTH SIDE CANAL COMP ANY, and TWIN 
FALLS CANAL COMPANY. 

Intervenor-Respondent-Cross-Appellant, Idaho Ground Water Appropriators, Inc. 

(IGW A), hereby moves the Court for an order augmenting the agency re.9ord jn this matter with 

exhibit 4200 "Idaho Power Publication entitled Water On the Land" which is attached hereto. 

GROUNDS FOR MOTION TO AUGMENT 

Exhibit 4200 was admitted and made part of the agency record. (Tr. Vol. XII, pp. 2427-

2429 and 2552.) This exhibit is identified on the agency's table of contents in the administrative 

hearing and was part of the record before the agency. It was made part of the record before the 

district court and is part of the district court record on appeal here. However, this exhibit is 

missing from the record submitted to this Court. IOWA just recently discovered this omission. 

IOWA has cited to this exhibit in its Cross-Appellant's Brief which is being filed 

concurrently with this Motion. Based on the foregoing, IGW A, respectfully asks the Court to 

augment the record to include Exhibit 4200. 
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CERTIFICATE OF UNCONTESTED MOTION 

The undersigned hereby certifies that she has contacted opposing counsels and is 

authorized to represent that opposing counsels have no objection to his motion. 

DATED and certified this 31st day of August, 2011. 

RACINE, OLSON, NYE, BUDGE 
& BAILEY, CHARTERED 

/,4--~~ / 

7iJ 1=-vR CANDICE M. MCHUG 
Attorney for IGWA 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on the Jfaay of August, 2011, the above and foregoing 
document was served in the following manner. 

Idaho Supreme Court 
Clerk of the Courts 
PO Box 83720 
451 W State St 
Boise, ID 83 720 

TomArkoosh 
CAPITOL LAW GROUP, PLLC 
P.O. Box 2598 
Boise, Idaho 83701-2598 

Garrick Baxter 
Chris Bromley 
Idaho Department of Water Resources 
P.O. Box 83720 
Boise, Idaho 83720-0098 

Jeff Fereday 
Mike Creamer 
Givens, Pursley 
P.O. Box 2720 
Boise, Idaho 83701-2720 

W. Kent Fletcher 
FLETCHER LAW OFFICE 
P.O. Box248 
Burley, Idaho 83318-0248 

John Simpson 
Travis L. Thompson 
Barker Rosholt 
P.O. Box 485 
Twin Falls, Idaho 83303-0485 
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Dean Tranmer 
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Kathleen Carr 
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960 Broadway, Suite 400 
Boise, Idaho 83 706 

Kathryn E. Kovacs 
U.S. Dept. of Justice 
Environment & Nat'l Resources Div. 
Appellate Section 
P.O. Box 23795 
Washington, D.C. 20026 

David W. Gehlert 
Ignacia Moreno 
Natural. Resources Section 
Environment and Natural Res. Div. 
U.S. Department of Justice 
999 18th St., South Terrace, Suite 370 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
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APPENDIX A 

EXHIBIT 4200 
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History of the Snake River Valley's economic growth is synony­
mous with the development of land through irrigation. 

Early irrigation was accomplished by diverting water from rivers 
and streams, utilizing natural forces of gravity to carry water onto 
thousands of acres of Idaho's rich desert lands and creating in the 
Sna~e River Valley one of the largest and most productive irrigation 
developments in the world. 

A generation ago, with the opportunities for sound economic 
development of large scale gravity projects virtually exhausted, a 
significant change occurred in new land reclamation methods. Vision­
ary men sank deep wells, tapping underground water to reclaim vast 
acreages where gravity systems were either impractical or impossible. 

Thus began a s_econd pbase of Idaho's growth . . . an ingenious 
and enormous land development that in less than 20 years has added 
over a million new acres under cultivation. It is an expansion which 
has been accomplished by individual enterprise without federal aid, 
and no tax dollar obligation. This growth has outstripped any federal 
reclamation project in America, including the famed Columbia Basin 
project in Washington. 

Millions more virgin acres wait only for the magic of irrigation. 
Continued expansion of any magnitude in the Snake River Valley 

/ will be accomplished only by pumping. Ample surface and under­
ground water is available, and low cost, investor-owned power stands 
ready to pump it. Future orderly development, coincident with eco­
nomic factors which justify land expansion, hinges on the encour­
agement Idaho and the nation provides for individual enterprise to 
create new agricultural wealth from Idaho's large areas of virgin 
desert lands. 

This booklet discusses many little-known facts about the rapid 
development of this new-method concept in desert land reclamation 
and includes observations by some of the men who have played a 
vital role in its development. 

Compiled and presented by 

IDAHO POWER COMP ANY 
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Enterprise 
Builds Idaho 

Private development, without 
taxpayers' funds, is adding 50,000 
acres of new Idaho croplands a 
year. Above, Sailor Creek pumps. 
Pumps below are part of the Dry 
Lake project. 
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A CENTURY OF DEVELOPMENT 

BY PRIVATE ENTERPRf SE IN IDAHO 

Idaho today ranks third in the nation for irrigated lands. Over 
three million acres of this development lie in the southern half of 
the state. 

Extensive southern Idaho land development began shortly after 
the turn of the century through efforts of the U.S. Bureau of Recla­
mation and private developers. Today, about 500,000 acres have been 
developed entirely as Bureau projects, and another 1,000,000 acres 
developed by private enterprise receive supplementary water from 
federal storage projects. The remaining 1,500,000 acres have been 
brought under cultivation entirely by private enterprise without need 
for federal funds. 

Over 1 million of these acres have been reclaimed by pump irriga-­
tion, either from deep wells into underground flows or reservoirs, or 
by pumping directly from the Snake River and its tributaries. 

IRRIGATED ACRES - Southern Idaho 
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SPECTACULAR RECENT DEVELOPMENT· 

From a simple beginning with a few scattered wells sunk less than 
20 years ago, deep-well pumping has grown spectacularly. Currently, 
new land is being placed under cultivation at a rate of 50,000 acres 
per year by individuals using private capital. This is the equivalent 
of a new "Columbia Basin" irrigation project in Idaho every 6½ 
years without a penny of taxpayer obligation. 

Scattered across the width of Idaho, this fantastic growth is largely 
unrecognized. It has been quietly developed by individuals and com­
panies receiving little publicity. Today, there are in operation over 
8,500 irrigation pumps with a combined power requirement of 454,000. 
horsepower. 

1951 1957 1964. 

FUTURE POTENTIAL 

/4timates indicate more than three million acres of undeveloped 
land suitable for irrigation and cultivation remain in southern Idaho. 

Among the larger virgin desert areas are; an area south of Moun­
tain Home between Orchard and King Hill, and another area south 
of the Snake River generally extending from Bliss to Murphy. Many 
other areas of significant acreage are available along the entire 
length of the Snake River Basin, extending the full width of the 
State of Idaho. 
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UNLIMITED RESOURCES AVAILABLE 

\,/s There al?p_ears to be an abundant reserve of water for the future 
Some 11_ milhon acre-feet of water leave the valley annually in th~ 

nake River, 8:nd a_ tremendous reserve of virtually untapped under­
ground water 1s evidenced. 

Gia~t 1,250 horsepower electric pumps are already lifting water 
econo_m1cally more th~n 600 feet, and higher lifts appear to be both 
p~act1c~l and econom1cal. The g;rowing use of sprinklers for irriga­
tion pomts the way to conservation of existing water for better la.nd 
use and for crop control. Ample investor-owned po~er is available 
for the _foreseeab!e futu_re at. se~onal power rates that are among the 
lowest m _the nation. F!nancmg rs more readily available as more and 
more proJects are proving the sound economy of irrigation pumping. 

I~ remains for the people of Idaho and the nation to do everythin 
po~s1~le t? encour~ge men of vision who will continue the expansio~ 
otrhrI~ati~n pumpmg_- and help create the climate of economic factors 
wb ~c p~st1fy expans1_on of reclamation onto the more marginal lands 
Y md1v1dual enterprise. 

LAND DEVELOPMENT THROUGH 

PUMPING 
BY PRIVATE ENTERPRISE 

SOUTHERN IDAHO 

1200 

t---------------11100 

100 

. 0 
1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 

Thi~ chart shows the tremendous 1ncrease in pump-irrigated recla­
mation that has occurred in southern Idaho during the past 13 yea1·s 
an average of 50,000 new acres undeI" cultivation each year for mar~ 
than a_ d~cade. Today! one-third of all farmland in southern Idaho is 
pump-1rr1gated, reclaimed by the individual initiative of private 
mv~stors. (These figures do not include government or REA totals 
which would add about 100,000 more acres under pump irrigation.) 
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SOUTH-EASTERN IDAHO 

Pump irrigation in the upper valley, or Eastern Idaho, largely 
centers around Pocatello, American Falls, Aberdeen, Blackfoot, Idaho 
Falls, Rexburg, Montpelier and Preston. Scattered pumps operate 
in most irrigable sections of the area. Altogether about 425,000 acres 
.nre being supplied water by electric pumps, about half supplied with 
power by Utah Power and Light Company and most of the balance 
receiving their low-cost power from Idaho Power Company. 

While lifts vary considerably, most pumping here is from 150 to 
200 feet, generally with 70 to 100 HP pumps. Sprinkler systems 
dominate the application method. 

At higher elevations growing seasons are necessarily short. Farm­
ers concentrate on fast maturing crops such as potatoes, sugar beets, 
specific grains and feed crops. 

PRIVATE RECLAMATION 

PUMP IRRIGATED LANDS 
IN UPPER SNAKE RIVER VALLEY 

~ Lorg•r Pri1'flltt 
Pumping Ar-os 

IQ 0 10 zo 

:'his sketch shows generally where 
he larger sections of private enterprise 
evelopment are located. Due to map size, 
mailer acreages (under 500 acres) are not 
,own, but there are a great many here. 
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SOUTH-CENTRAL IDAHO 

Irrigation pumping in this middle valley area depends largely on 
deep-well pumping and here are located some of the deepest wells and 
highest pump lifts served by Idaho Power Company. In this area are 
some 360,000 acres receiving water from wells with an average lift 
of about 350 feet. Pumps average about 250 HP, bu·t 400 HP pumps 
are not uncommon and some lifts here exceed 450 feet. 

Longer growing seasons make possible a wider variety of high 
income seed crops in addition to heavier yields of beans, potatoes, 
sugar beets and onions. 

While there are some iarge area developments shown on the sketch 
below, this area is typified by smaller (160 to 500 acre) farms, too 
small to show on the scale map. D':!velopers here find seed crops 
highly profitable and the area prc,duces a high percentage of the 
nation's garden seeds. Clean, sprinkler-~pplied water contributes to 
quality crops by reducing- weed contamination, and provides easy 
control of seed crop maturity. 

PRIVATE RECLAMATION 

PUMP IRRIGATED LANDS 

IN MIDDLE SNAKE RIVER VALLEY AREA 

No,Jlt 

{Acreages under 500 not shown) 
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ECONOMICS OF HIGH LIFT PUMPING 

COSTS OF LAND RECLAMATION 

Currently, desirable land under existing irrigation projects is 
valued at between $700 and $1,000 per. acre .. New :U,S. B_ureau of 
Reclamation projects, typified by the Col1;1mb_1a Basm ProJect, cost 
about $1,000 per acre to bring under cultivation. 

Private enterprise development of new lands in the Snake River 
Valley costs significantly less than this. It is not unusual for new 
lands to produce crop values the first year sufficient to defray the 
total cost of the reclamation. 

A typical example of an area where high lifts are necessary is at 
Dry Lake, where the experience of some 20,000 acres can be ana­
lyzed. 

Privately owned desert land cost the developers from $50 to $125 
per acre. Dry Lake total. dev_elopmen_ts, incl_uding clearing,_ necessary 
leveling, complete pumping mstallat10ns, d1tch~s and sprmkler sys­
tems total from $225 to $325 per acre. Thus this ne":'" land, formerly 
regarded as not economically feasible for reclamatio:1, was placed 
under cultivation for an average of less than $400, creatmg farm lands 
comparable to existing lands with a market value of $700 or more 
per acre. 

Many variable factors affect the total development costs of 
individual initiative irrigation pumping reclamation. The general 
pattern however shows this private enterprise opening of new lands 
to be a ~ound inv;stment for developers whose initiative and ingenuity 
are making the best use of otherwise practically unused desert areas. 

INCREASED LAND VALUATION THROUGH RECLAMATION 

This chart, showing costs of de-
velopment and the increase in land 
value that is added by reclamation, 
is based on the actual experiences 
of developers in the Dry Lake area 
on some 20,000 acres of desert land. 

Estimated market value of 
land after reclamation, $700 
or more per- acre. 

Costs of projects may vary greatly. 
Desert Entry land, for example, 
may initially cost as little as $2.00 
per acre. 
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ELECTRIC IRRIGATION PUMPING ECONOMICAL 

The unique characteristics of electric power, combined with its 
ready availability from investor-owned suppliers at rates among the 
lowest in the nation, have been significant factors in the steady, 
orderly and continued growth of pump irrigation reclamation in the 
Snake River Valley. 

Today, virtually all power for pumping on the over one million 
new southern Idaho acres is being supplied by compact, highly effi­
cient electric motors, some of which have been in continuous operation 
since the 1930's. 

· Actual power. costs niay vary from $4.00 to $20.00 per acre, 
depending on. type of soil, application method, crop needs, weather, 
growing sea~ons, height of pump lift and other factors. 

The chart below .shows engineering estimates of electric power 
costs at various lifts for pumping one acre foot of water. These 
estimates indicate that many acres formerly regarded as economical}y 
marginal can now be reclaimed and placed in profitable production. 

600 

Ii:: 500 
:::i 

~ 

r-
POWER COST of PUMPING 

OHE ACRE.FOOT OF WATER 
AT VARIOUS PUMP LIFTS ----- tS.82 

----- jld.85 

~ 400 ---- ~J.88 ::, 

:::: 300 

------
)2.91 

~ 200 

----- Sl.94 w 
~ 100 

----- ~.97 
0 

DOLLAR COST Sl.00 $2.00 SJ.00 S4.00 SS.00 $6.00 

SPRINKLING COSTS 

The growing· use of sprinkler irrigation points the way to other 
avenues of operating economy. Sprinkling cuts water requirements 
up to 30%. It reduces weeding and cultivation costs. lt reduces 
leveling costs, permitting greater use of the land and the development 
of thin soil areas unsuitable for ditch or flood irrigation. Electric 
power for sprinkling costs about $1.25 per acre foot. 

NOTE: In the above estimates, no attempt has been made to 
include interest and amortization of investment since wide cost 
variations make generalization and averaging impossible. 
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HIGH YIELD - HIGH INCOME CROPS 

This development is occurring in virtually every area of the Snake 
River Valley where rich lava-ash soils are adaptable to successful 
cultivation of almost any farm crop. Yields are heavy ... but, 
significantly, these bumper crops do not contribute to the national 
crop surplus. A ready market generally exists for leading area crops 
such as potatoes, sugar beets, fruits, onions, corn, beans, a wide 
variety of seed crops, alfalfa, livestock and feeder cattle. 

The availability of an almost 1.rnlimited variety of top quality farm 
produce has enabled the opening of 21 new food processing plants in 
the past 12 years, with a peak 1963 employment of over 7,000 people. 
These plants provide national distribution of canned, frozen and 
dehydrated Idaho produce. 

While supplying fresh fruits and vegetables to these processing 
plants is high in economic importance, the area climate with con-· 
trolled irrigation is especially adapted to raising of seed crops. Bean, 
carrot, onion and many other farm, garden and flower seeds are 

· shipped aJJ over the world. About 4/5 of the nation's requirements of 
hybrid seed· corn is produced on valley farms. Comparatively .new, 
bulb crops have been highly successful. For example, there appears 
to be an almost instant market for tiny cocktail onions, formerly 
grown and imported from Holland. 

Crop values run consistently high. Typical of the 5-year average 
for two of the many basic area crops is shown in the following report 
of the Soil Conservation Service and the U.S. Department of Agri­
culture: 

IDAHO STATE AVERAGE - CROP COSTS AND RETURNS PER ACRE 

.. 
PRODUCTION GROSS NET RETURN 

CROP COSTS YIELDS RETURN BEFORJ; TAXES 

POTATOES $206.61 204 cwt. $324.40 $119.79 

SUGAR BEETS 156.94 20.2 ton 262.26 105.32 

These are all-Idaho figures. They average the best with the 
poorest farm productions. Typkal farms on pump-irrigated lands 
often exceed these averages, as in the case of Sailor Creek, where 
the first year potato crops ran 400 cwt per acre and Dry Lake, where 
the 1964.c;r_op produced over 300 c;wt .P.er.aC,;'.e-"ot P.<:>tato·"'!3 -~~tj b~tt~r 
t·~1a1i"' 25' tons per acre of sugar beets. : ,•, . . . . :_::::·:. .. :_- ·, .. 

. :·:· ' .... ·;::·:· 
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BROAD AREA BENEFITS 

j ( Spreading new wealth into eveYJr southern Idaho conunun~ty, new 
lfatm lands have vastly enriched the economy of the state. Even 
using a low value of $200 per acre increase in value added-liy recla­
mation, these new acres have added over $200,000,000' to· Idaho's 
agriculture wealth. · . -:. 

New lands requ:ire machinery, equipment, housing and, Ial>pr. New 
businesses have been launched. Existing comnumitie~.-,, h'a:v.e been 
strengthened and stabilized. New processing plants;J1avEf operi'ed, and 
fertilizer industries have been expanded with more· millions of° dollars 
invested. 

It is estimated that three new jobs are created from each 100 
acres of new land, one on the farm and two in supporting or related 
industry. On that basis, thousands of new jobs have been created 
from this new land development. 

The tax base of all southern Idaho has been broadened with 
increased values on land and improvements, crop incomes, worker 
wages, processing facilities and taxes on the increased facilities 
instal1ed by investor-owned utilities that serve these vast new develop­
ments with low-cost power. 

These are just a few of the area economic benefits that auto­
matically accrue as new land is developed ... and they remain as 
powerful benefits, providing added wealth and opportunity for gen­
erations to ~ome. 

Irrigation,- pumping has enjoyed a healthy and orderly develop­
me-11,t, taking place, just as fast as economic factors justify the expan­
sion onto new <!,reas. Land can be placed under cultivation fast-in 

. _most instances crops can be harvested the first year. 
· Private initiative development requires no tax dollars or sub­

sidies. -:Modern agricultural pioneers are ready and_ willing to take 
tbe risks and invest in new land opening. Idaho needs the use of all 
her available water for present and future developments. 

/ ) Idaho's future may well depend on how well she encourages these 
V 'men of initiative, imagination and faith in the future to continue 

the reclamation of new lands and strengthen the economy of this 
·great, comparatively virgin western country. . · 

CROP PRODUCTION FIRST YEAR 
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.. 
. ~ MEN OF VISION 

Idaho's pump-irrigation development was pioneered by imaginative 
men who invested their own time _and money to prove the feasibility 
of tapping underground and surface water to cultivate the desert. 
Their vision and determination has added untold new agricultural 
\vealth to Idaho's economy ... a vast new resource that will continue 
to expand for generations to come. 

Observations by investors, developers, irrigators and men 
in allied industries provide a challenge to Idaho people to 
provide the political and economic climate that will encour­
age the continued efforts of these modern day pioneers. 

lower Cost 

- New Land Faster 

"We of the Travelers Insurance Company 
have considered it a privilege to take part 
in the dynamic development of the Dry Lake 
Area through irrigation pumping from the 
Snake River. The Travelers has invested 
substantial amounts of money through mort­
gage loans to private farmers who have 
brought into production thousands of acres 
of rich farm land from the desert. 

"These desert acres cost as little as 50¢ 
per acre on up to $250 per acre. The cost to 
irrigate these desert acres has run from 

!j,200 to $250 per acre. The total investment has run from $250 to 
$400 per acre. This land development represents about one-third the 
CL>St the federal government had estimated would be necessary, and 
it has been done approximately ·in one-third of the time the federal 
government indicated it would have taken to accomplish the same 

· tnsk. 

"Jn the Dry Lake Area alone, the land so developed, is now valued 
at approximately ten million dollars. In addition to the development 
costs, these farmers have purchased approximately two million dollars 
worth of machinery to farm that ground. This is economic develop­
ment for Idaho in the finest sense, and Travelers Insurance Company 
is proud to have been a part in this development." 

DONALD S. REED, Mortgage Loan Representative, 
The Tra,•elers Insurance Company 
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Pioneer Spirit 

"Irrigation Service, Inc.,., is proud to have 
been a part of the private irrigation develop,-· 
ment in the Dry Lake area, south of Nampa, 
as well as other individual projects through­
out Southwestern Idaho. We believe that the 
pioneer spirit and the obvious pride of devel­
opment of the individuals involved should be 
commended. Their foresight hasjrideed pro~ 
vided a real contribution. to the futur_e of our 
community, state and nati_onY · · 

EUGENE R. JOCHENS, Nampa Manager, 
Irrigation Service, Inc. 

Gives Personal Control 

"Having the source of water on my own 
farm and having personal control of the 
water has not only been very satisfying but 
has proven profitable._ It is1:1't necessary to 
co-ordinate my watermg with anyone else 
and I can have water as late in the fall or as 
early in the spring as needed for special crops 
or for especially dry springs or falls. My p~i­
vate pumping development has been profit­
able. I'm certain I have been able to control 
the development costs by developi~g the 
project as an individual. I'm certain that 
my efforts have added to the local economy." 

WILBERT H. MOLLER, Farmer, Rupert, Idaho 

Great Potential 

"It has been ·a privilege to serve the many 
needs of irrigators with pumps and sprink­
ler equiptnent from rivers and wells. We feel 
the future of our great potential is depend­
ent on agricultural development of this type." 

HARLYN J. WOOD, H.J. Wood Co., Boise, Idaho 
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Community Support 
"I started my deep well irrigation pump­

ing operation on Michaud Flats west of Poca­
tello in 1953. As one of the pioneers of this 
area, I have proven my deep well pumping 
to be successful and others have followed 
my operation and found it has also been an 
answer to solving their problems. By bring­
ing the desert land into cultivation, I feel 
that I have contributed greatly to the sup­
port of my community. Had it not been for 
this private development, there would be 
thousands of total acres lying idle instead of 
being in productive farms today." 

Private Capital -
Individual Initiative 

J. W. PRIESTLY, Pocatello, Idaho 

"Over most of the past 72 years our Com­
pany has financed and helped establish thou­
sands of acres of gravity and pump irrigation 
developments throughout Southern Idaho 
and surrounding states. These lands have 
been engineered and financed with private 
capital and completed by individual initiative. 
They are operated and managed bv nl"ivate 
individuals and private companies.' · 

"Through this method, we believe the de­
velopment has been sound, orderly, economi­
cal and guided by the individual judgment of 
thousands of experienced farmers and busi­
nessmen. 

"As one of the largest mortgage lenders 
in the Interrnountain West, we have the facil­
ities and stand ready to continue helping in 
the future development of Idaho's land and 
water in a manner that will give the rua:id­
rnum permanent economic growth from these 
two important resources." 

DAVID R. MEAD, Assistant Secretary and 
Manager, Twin Falls Office 

Utah Mortgage Loan Corporation 

Pumping Best Answer 
"I feel the electric pumping has been the 

best. ~nswer in developing 500 acres near 
Mer1d1an, Idaho. We experience no weeds 
saves leveling costs, and we have water when: 
ever we need it with sprinkler pumping, All 
our neighbors have since installed pumping." 

M. A. STICKLER, Boise, Idaho 
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Continued Growth in 
Processing Plants 

"The development of one million acres of 
new land by pump irrigation in southern 
Idaho has made possible a vast new food 
processing industry, which greatly benefits 
the agricultural economy and the business 
economy of the entire area. With another 
mi1lion or more acres of the same type of 
high quality land which should be developed 
in· the -.relatively--riear future by irrigation 
pumping, we can look forward to a continu­
ing dramatic increase in processing facilities 
here. ·· · 

"These piants assure farmers of a ready 
market for::their farm produce, even before 
the crops are planted. Area processing plants 
require tremendous investments, employ 
thousands of people in food handling, mar­
keting and transportation, and benefit the 
farmers, the businessmen and the citizens of 
the area alike." 

J. R. SIMPLOT, President 
J. R. Simplot Co., Boise, Idaho 

For the Good of All 
"The Basin Land Company was the first 

major land developer in the Dry Lake Area 
south of Nampa. At that time, to lift water 
525 feet, and to lift it still further through 
sprinkler pressure, was considered by many 
people to be not economically feasible. Our 
Company invested substantial amounts of 
money in the land as well as the irrigation 
system to farm 4,200 acres, yet today our 
business judgment has proved fruitful be­
cause this is a sound, economic venture. 

"We have added land, at appreciably in­
creased value, on the tax rolls of the State 
and County, have produced taxable wealth, 
and have employed many people, and at the 
same time fostered a vigorous new company. 

"As President of the Basin Land Company, 
I have been personally gratified not only with 
the success of this endeavor, but also to rea­
lize that private initiative and private capital 
can still accomplish outstanding benefits for 
the good of all." 

R. L. RICE, President 
Basin Land Company, Inc,, Nampa, Idaho 
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Future Welfare of Idaho 
"For many years I had a vision of beauti­

ful, productive farms in the Dry Lake area 
south of Nampa. Along with others I was 
quite active in encouraging the Bureau of 
Reclamation to proceed with their plans to 
irrigate this section. 

"When the idea and feasibility of pumping 
from Snake River were presented, I was glad 
to cooperate with the other farmers in de­
velopment of this fine land. I feel that the 
economic contribution of the area is equal to 
many large industries and is a tremendous 
investment for the future welfare of Idaho." 

New Job Opportunities 

JOHN H. BRANDT, Brandt Agency, 
Nampa., Idaho 

"My company is pleased to be a part of 
the development of water and land in South­
ern Idaho. We feel we have provided good 
service to many individual pump land farm­
ers. The results of years of privately fi­
nanced research and development of pump 
design are available to each individual pump 
owner. 

"Southern Idaho's irrigation pumping de­
velopment is an example of private enter­
prise in action. The Layne & Bowler Pump 
Company has invested appreciable sums of 
money to compete for a portion of this type 
of pumping business. It has created jobs and 
helped to substantially increase the economy 
of Southern Idaho." 

THOMAS M. THOMPSON, Manager 
Layne & Bowler Pump Company, Twin Falls. Idaho 

Pumping Speeds Development 
"New types of farm equipment have con­

tributed in helping open up new tracts of 
land. Pumping water from rivers and wells 
has made it possible to develop new land with 
private capital in helping farm operators 
with their problems." 

RAY HARRIS, Barris Truck & Implement Co., 
Mountain Home, Ida.ho 
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Power on Fast Call 
"O~r food processing business is primarily 

geared to agricultural development. We use 
the products grown on some 25,000 acres of 
land annually. For a proper three-year crop 
rotation program, this involves about 75,000 
acres of crop land at present time. 

"Our business has been developed on a free 
enterprise basis and the agricultural develop­
ment, community work force and investment, 
and power utilities have all cooperated 
towards our success. 

"Land development has been particularly 
necessary in keeping pace with our raw prod­
uct needs. Large tracts adjacent to the 
Snake River water supply in southern Idaho 
have been developed. Adequate power for 
these vast water pumping projects has been 
necessary on an economical basis. 

"Another great private enterprise busi- L 

ness, Idaho Power Company, has been most , .. 
cooperative in supplying this need. On fast 
call, the power has been made available to all 
pumping areas and to the processing plants 
themselves." 

F. NEPHI GRIGG, President 
Ore-Ida Foods, Ontario, Oregon 

Wonderful Experience 
"We in the Hat Butte Mutual Canal Com­

pany are real proud of the development in 
the Dry Lake Area, and are happy to be a· .. 
part of this. By bringing the des.ert land into 
cultivation I feel that· we have contributed 
greatly to the support of our conum.inity Jn 
which we all live. · · · 

"Had it not been for this private develop­
ment there would be thousands of total acres 
lying idle, instead of being in productive 
farms today. This has been a wonderful 
experience for both my son, Maurice Clem• 
ents, and myself and we feel our pumping 
water on new land has been a good answer 
to our problems." 

M. 0. CLEMENTS, Nampa, Idaho 

19 



.• I Thankful for Opportunity 
"Merrill and I have been pumping water 

from the underground supply on the North 
Side for fourteen seasons. During this time 
we h~ve seen the desert change from sage­
brush land to beautiful farms. We have been 
privileged to have had a share in the develop­
ment of this beautiful farming area that has 
contributed so much to the economy of Mini­
doka County and the State of Idaho. 

''Our operation has a1so developed with 
the growth of this area which would not 
have been possible without the 1.Jndergrou11d 
water and the power to pump that water 
onto the · land. Idaho Power Company has 
furnished us with the electrical energy to 
pump this water. We are indeed thankful for 
the opportunity; that the land, the water, 
and the electrical power have made these 
things possible." 

ROGER E. DEAN, Rupert, Idaho 

Sound - Orderly - Economical 
"The ful1 economic development of Idaho 

as it affects the beneficial use of land and 
V'r·ate:r resources requires the effective use of 
all lnterests, private and gove:rnmentaJ. In 
m.y efforts I~ve leaned heavily· on the cooper­
ation and gmdance of state and fede:ral jnsti­
tutions and agencies but have found private 
sources of capital and many privately owned 
companies and individuals ready and eager 
to take on certain reclamation jobs. 

"I have organized and helped establish 
many of these irrigatfon pumping projects 
throughout Southern Idaho - with private 
capital. I believe these developments have 
been sound, orderly, economical, and guided 
by indjvidual judgment of trained people in 
anrl out of government agencies, bv hundreds 
of experienced farmers, and businessmen. 

"The future development of land and water 
should continue in this fashion on several 
hundreds of thousands of acres if Idaho is to 
receive the maximum permanent economical 
growth from these resources." 

::: 

~ 

.,:- . 
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G. T. NEWC.O!'>IB, Twin Falls, Idaho 
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Productive Enterprise 
"My pump farm is the result of the com­

bined efforts of myself and private contrac­
tors. I know that development of water and 
land by private individuals like myself re­
sults in a well-planned productive enterprise. 
I have taken personal financial risks, but 
this is the secret of success of this country. 
The risks proved to be good ones and I feel 
that the opportunity fo:r future private de­
velopment of water and land in Southern 
Idaho should continue. Communities will de­
velop by substantial, healthy growth when 
private individuals do the job through their 
own initiative." 

J. W. "JIM" HENRY, Hai.;elton-Rupert, Idaho 

Idle Land Put to Work 

"The development and use of underground 
water by individual farmers has been very 
successful in our area. Non-productive, idle 
land has been put to beneficial use through 

~ this method of irrigation. My particular farm 
would not be producing today if it were not 
for this type of development. I feel that I 
.have contributed to the stability of the 
economy of the community through this 
project and can say that it has been a good 
investment for myself as well as others using 
this form of irrigation." 

WILSON NOWELS, Aberdeen, Idaho 

Development Will Continue 
"Most of our pump sales in Southe:rn Idaho 

have been to private individuals or private 
companies. This Company believes that our 
business here is sound and has invested large 
sums of money in service facilities and 
equipment to continue to serve our custom­
ers. We feel that we have made a r~al co~­
tribution to the economy. Our business is 
geared to serve individual pump customers. 
We plan to compete for a share of tbe future 
pumping business in . Idaho 8:lld hope ~he 
development will contmue as 1t has durmg 
the past 10 to 15 years." 

J. S. DUFFEL, Manager 
Layne Pumps, Inc,, Twin Falls, Idaho 
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Processing Plants Made Possible 
"Enterprising individuals from various 

walks of life and with varied skills and abili~ 
ties have combined efforts to develop hun­
dreds of thousands of acres of new land in 
Southern Idaho with irrigation pumps sup­
plying the water. 

"Our procei;sing plants were made possible 
by the volume of produce now available from 
these new lands, added to the existing pro­
duction of established crop land. The new 
land has created, directly and indirectly, 
thousands of new jobs for Southern Idaho. 

"Processing the crops grown- in Idaho is a 
logical step towards further industrialization 
of this area. Much growth thus far can be 
attributed to private enterprise. Many farms 
and processing plants are being privately 
financed and privately operated. 

"I plan to continue to help and encourage 
present and future water development. Every 
individual and business in Southern Idaho 
has an opportunity to benefit from this type 
of development of land and water." 

VANESS ANDERSON, Burley, Idaho 

Increased Land Value 

"Agricultural Services, Inc., Blackfoot, 
Idaho, an independent corporation, has pro­
moted Idaho land development since 1952 
through sales and service of deep well pumps, 
sprinkler irrigation systems, fertilizer and 
chemicals. A new office building and bulk 
fertilizer plant were built in 1964. The fer­
tilizer bulk plant has 6,000 ton capacity per 
season. 

"Complete financial aid has been made 
available to our Idaho Farmers for land de­
velopment and land production. Agricultural 
Services, Inc., has assisted with increasing 
Idaho land valuation to an average of over 
$1,200,000.00 per year. This has been made 
possible through the development by private 
pumping." 

THOMAS B. SLAYTON, 
Agricultural Services, Inc., Blackfoot, Idaho 
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Sound and Reliable 
"Our bank has had the privilege of serv-. 

ing many new customers and has added serv- · 
ices for existing customers as a result of the 
pump land development in this are:'1-. We look 
upon this growth as sound and reliable. Sub­
stantial additions to our service personnel 
and facilities were made possible by this new 
business. 

"Developments such as this by private, ·i 

individual farm businessmen have brought 
solid growth to the economy of the area we 

· serve. We believe in private enterprise and 
are looking forward to the future develop­
ment of Idaho's land, water, and business." 

R. D. McKINNEY, Mgr., 
Twin Falls Bank and Trust Co., Kimberly Branch 

$15 Million Annual New Wealth 
"The development of pump irrigated lands 

in Idaho by individuals, without government 
help, is the largest on record. The farmers 
of Bingham County have cleared the sage­
brush leveled the land, drilled 935 wells, 
made' the ditches and put under irrigation 
135,000 acres of land in the last 15 years. 
This has helped make our county the largest 
potato producing county in the natioi:i, F.if­
teen million dollars of new wealth 1s pro­
duced annually on these new lands which has 
made possible many new businesses to be 
established in this area, and has helped every 
segment of our county economy." 

C. L. WILLIAMS, Blackfoot, Idaho 

Individual Development 
"Development by the individual has bee_n 

very successful in Southern Idaho. Had it 
not been for this type of development, my 
farm would still be non-productive or un­
profitable . . . It has proved to be a _good 
economic investment for myself and many 
other individuals in Southern Idaho." 

C. W. "Chet" McCLAIN, Castleford, Idaho 
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Tax Roll Benefits 
"As the developer of the first piece of 

ground upon which water was lifted from the 
Snake River in the Dry Lake Area, it is a 
pleasure to state that this has been a splendid 
economic development for me. Since that 
time, I have participated in ventures to bring 
under cultivation thousands of acres at the 
Sailor Creek Project. This too has been very 
successful. Because of this, we are planning 
more developments up and down the Snake 
River. 

"Through the combined efforts of private 
individuals, like myself, who have invested 
their private capital, it has been possible to 
bring about a large amount of economic gain 
to many people and to the tax rolls of the 
counties and the State of Idaho. 

"Development costs have been about $350.00 per acre on federal ground 
1d $450.00 per acre on private ground. These are very favorable economic 

. i.ses from which to build more developments, as we have in the past. 
"I, personally, am very pleased to be a part of this new concept and gain 

,r the citizens and the State of Idaho." 
ALLEN NOBLE, Nampa, Idaho 

A GREAT FUT.URE FOR IDAHO RECLAMATION 
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