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AGENDA 
IDAHO WATER RESOURCE BOARD 

Upper Snake River Advisory Committee Meeting No. 8-24 

Thursday, November 14, 2024  

10:00 a.m. (MST) 
 

Meeting Location(s): 

 BOISE                                                               IDAHO FALLS 

    Water Center                                 Eastern Regional Office                                                                   

Conf. Room 602C & D                            Main Conference Room 

       322 E. Front St.                                      900 N. Skyline Dr. 

or 
 

VIDEO conference via Zoom is available upon registration, contact 

cooper.fritz@idwr.idaho.gov for registration information 

 

 

1. Introductions and Attendance 

2. Weather Forecast (NOAA) 

3. Snow Pack / Streamflow Forecasts (NRCS) 

4. Water Supply / Operations Update (USBR) 

5. Idaho Power Company  

a. Operations Update 

b. Cloud Seeding Update 

6. Water District 01 Briefing  

7. IWRB Managed Recharge Operations  

8. New Business 

9. Adjourn 

      

Committee Member: Brian Olmstead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Americans with Disabilities 

The meeting will be held in person and online. If you require special accommodations to attend, participate in, or 

understand the meeting, please make advance arrangements by contacting Department staff by email 

jennifer.strange@idwr.idaho.gov or by phone at (208) 287-4800. 
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Hope 
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Brian Olmstead 
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Grace 

District 4 

 

Patrick McMahon 

Sun Valley 

At Large 
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Weather Forecast Office

Pocatello, ID

Thursday, November 14

Weather Outlook

Presenter: Sherrie Hebert

Seasonably Warm & Dry Weather Continues



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10

2

Precipitation Last 30 Days

Last 30 Days - Percent of NormalLast 30 Days - Observed Precipitation



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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Modeled Snow Forecasts for November 16, 2024

Snow TemperatureSnow Depth



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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October - Hot and Dry So Far…



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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Drought Status: Idaho

November 5, 2024November 14, 2023



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10

6

Drought Status: Idaho

November 14, 2023 November 5, 2024



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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Drought Status: National



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Wednesday, October 9
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Looking Ahead:
Short & Long Term Forecast



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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GeoColor Satellite - Pacific Northwest



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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Forecast Charts



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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Short Term Forecast

High Elevation 
Forecast 

(Teton Pass)

Low Elevation 
Forecast

(Pocatello)



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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Precipitation - Next 7 Days

Pocatello

Teton Pass



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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Precipitation - Next 7 Days

0.25” to 1.25”



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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Next Week



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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Next Weekend



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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Through the End of the Month



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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Three-Month Seasonal Outlook



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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Thank You
Any Questions?

Sherrie Hebert
Observation Program Lead
sherrie.hebert@noaa.gov



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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Each bar represents snow amount for a given winter
Red = El Nino Winters
Blue = La Nina Winters
Grey = Neutral Winters

The dashed black line is the average snowfall

  El Nino tends to be warmer and drier

  La Nina tends to be cooler and wetter

  *This is not always the case, however



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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La Nina 
Conditions Expected 

Seasonal Outlook



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, October 10
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Last Water Year

Moose, WY

Pocatello, ID

2023-24: 20.36”       Avg: 23.01”

2023-24: 14.95”       Avg: 11.82”



Upper Snake Advisory 
Committee Meeting
Upper Snake Operations Update

November 14, 2024 

Presenter: Brian Stevens



Reservoir System Conditions
Summary
1.84 MAF Currently in Storage
45% Full
213 KAF less than 2024
99% POR Median, 77’-24’

Target: 280 cfs

2
Target: 900 cfsTarget: 425 cfs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
11/13 Minidoka Outflow: 434 cfs11/13 Palisades Outflow: 901 cfs11/13 Jackson Outflow: 286 cfs



*2025 – current RFC forecast is 2343 KAF, 87% median POR 1910-2024 Apr 1 to Jul 1 HEII QU Runoff
*2024 – 2728 KAF, 101% median POR Apr 1 to Jul 1 HEII QU Runoff
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Link for 61% reference: https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=!&states=!&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=2&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=basin&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-2&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=custom&customDuration=34&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=42.201&lon=-108.757&zoom=6.0
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Link for 70%: https://nwcc-   apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=!&states=!&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=2&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=basin&basinType=8&dataElement=PREC&depth=-2&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=14&customDuration=14&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=43.2380&lon=-111.5312&zoom=9.5
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Winter Operations Outlook
• Winter Outflows, re-evaluate as needed throughout the winter

• Jackson Lake 280 cfs
• Palisades 900 cfs
• Ririe 0 cfs 
• Island Park 180-200 cfs
• Grassy Lake 0 cfs
• American Falls 300 cfs
• Minidoka 425 cfs
• Potential range of natural flow available downstream of Minidoka Dam: 425-550 cfs



For More Information
Snake River Area Office
– Bryan Horsburgh - Area Manager

208-383-2246
bhorsburgh@usbr.gov

Upper Snake Field Office
– Mike Hilliard – Assistant Area Manager

208-678-0461
mhilliard@usbr.gov

– Brian Stevens – Water Operations Supervisory Civil Engineer (x24)
bstevens@usbr.gov

– Jeremy Dalling  - Water Operations Civil Engineer (x25)
jdalling@usbr.gov

– Darrin Fredrickson  - Staff Assistant (x17)
dfredrickson@usbr.gov

Snake River Operations Web Sites

– http://www.usbr.gov/pn/snakeriver/water/jacksonlake/index.html
– http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html
– USBR HydroMet - http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
– Northwest River Forecast Center - http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
– NRCS SNOTEL Data - http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
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mailto:jgregg@usbr.gov
mailto:rnewman@usbr.gov
mailto:Rbliss@usbr.gov
mailto:Mbeus@usbr.gov
mailto:Mbeus@usbr.gov
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/snakeriver/water/jacksonlake/index.html
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/


Snowpack Update
Upper Snake River Advisory Committee

November 14, 2024

Presented by Erin Whorton



Last week Yesterday







https://www.drought.gov/topics/soil-
moisture#data-maps-tools
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Credit: Michelle L’heureux
@ NOAA Climate.gov 



Credit: Michelle L’heureux
@ NOAA Climate.gov 









Idaho Snow Survey - NRCS

   Erin Whorton
     erin.whorton@usda.gov
     208-685-6983

Thank 
you!

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/id/snow/


Credit: Michelle L’heureux
@ NOAA Climate.gov 



Credit: Michelle L’heureux
@ NOAA Climate.gov 





Credit: Michelle L’heureux
@ NOAA Climate.gov 
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