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AGENDA 
IDAHO WATER RESOURCE BOARD 

Upper Snake River Advisory Committee Meeting No. 5-24 

Thursday, May 9, 2024  

10:00 a.m. (MST) 
 

Meeting Location(s): 

BOISE                                                                 IDAHO FALLS 

 Water Center                                          Eastern Regional Office                                                                     

Conf. Room 602B                            Main Conference Room 

       322 E. Front St.                                     900 N. Skyline Dr. 

or 
 

VIDEO conference via Zoom is available upon registration, contact 

cooper.fritz@idwr.idaho.gov for registration information 

 

 

1. Introductions and Attendance 

2. Weather Forecast (NOAA) 

3. Snow Pack / Streamflow Forecasts (NRCS) 

4. Water Supply / Operations Update (USBR) 

5. Idaho Power Company  

a. Operations Update 

b. Cloud Seeding Update 

6. Water District 01 Briefing  

7. IWRB Managed Recharge Operations  

8. New Business 

9. Adjourn 

      

Committee Member: Brian Olmstead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Americans with Disabilities 

The meeting will be held in person and online. If you require special accommodations to attend, participate in, or 

understand the meeting, please make advance arrangements by contacting Department staff by email 

jennifer.strange@idwr.idaho.gov or by phone at (208) 287-4800. 
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Governor 
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Chairman 
St. Anthony 

At Large 

 

Jo Ann Cole-Hansen 
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Lewiston 

At Large 
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Secretary 
Paul 

District 3 

 

Dale Van Stone 
Hope 
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Albert Barker 
Boise 

District 2 

 

Brian Olmstead 
Twin Falls 

At Large 

 

Marcus Gibbs 
Grace 

District 4 

 

Patrick McMahon 

Sun Valley 

At Large 
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Snowpack & Water 
Supply Forecasts
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Presented by Erin Whorton





WY Total 
Precipitation



Map on left compares:
• The 2024 water year peak SWE (maximum SWE value 

on the black line)
to

• The green ‘X’  which is the 30-year median SWE peak 
for this basin

















https://www.drought.gov/topics/soil-
moisture#data-maps-tools

Last month Now



https://www.drought.gov/topics/soil-
moisture#data-maps-tools

Last month Now



Forecast Point KAF % *normal 

NF Clearwater (Dworshak Inflow) 1110 64%

Salmon R at Salmon 545 80%

Boise R nr Boise 690 82%

Big Wood bl Magic Dam 94 79% 

Big Lost R at Howell 115 92%

Snake R nr Heise 2460 90%

Oakley Inflow 21 179%

Salmon Falls nr San Jacinto 52 130%

Owyhee R nr Rome 210 186%

May 1, May to July Median Forecast

*normal climatological reference is based on 1991-
2020 NRCS median streamflow data 







Comparing streamflow forecasts on Imap…



May through JulyObserved April + May 
through July forecast

~525 KAF @ Heise in April



April 1, April - JulyObserved April + May 
through July forecast

~336 KAF decrease @ Heise from April to May forecast



• May is last water supply 
outlook report

• Stay tuned in for end of 
water year report in 
October

• John Wilford retirement



Thank 
you!

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/idaho/snow-survey

Erin Whorton

erin.whorton@usda.gov

208-685-6983









Upper Snake Advisory 
Committee Meeting
Upper Snake Operations Update

May 9, 2024 

Presenter: Brian Stevens



Reservoir System Conditions
87% Full
3/31 was 90% Full
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May Forecast

April Forecast



Solid curve before 20,000 cfs (less restrictive)
Dashed curve after 20,000 cfs (more restrictive)
Transition generally ~3rd to 4th week in May

(Unregulated flow at Palisades Dam)



647,000 acre-feet level – winter flood space
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Anticipate physically 
filling in June

Currently 
~50 KAF under solid
~20 KAF under dashed

Projected 10 Days Out
~18 KAF under solid
~8 KAF over dashed

Message from USACE on 4/30



Outflow potentially 
to 11,000 cfs on 5/9
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Potential to physically 
filling in June

Currently 
~49 KAF under solid
~20 KAF over dashed

Projected 10 Days Out
~40 KAF under solid
~40 KAF over dashed



Timing of Milner Spill Ceasing

Generally this year, when this 
parameter zeros out Palisades 
Outflow excess spill at Milner 

would cease 

At potentially 11,000 cfs from 
Palisades showing between 

one to two weeks out Milner 
spill would cease



As of 5/9 ~550 KAF spilled this year



Upper Snake Flow Augmentation Outlook

• Average Apr-Sep Runoff: 3,851 KAF
• 2024 Apr-Sep Runoff: 3,928 KAF
• 2024 Rainbow Chart Rental: 150 KAF
• Approximately 20 KAF uncontracted 

space to be utilized
• Total of approximately 170 KAF in 2024 

to be delivered downstream of Milner 
Dam sometime in the spring

WY 2024



Upcoming Meetings
• Friday May 17 River Operations Subcommittee Meeting
• Thursday May 23 Jackson Lake Public Information Meeting
• Friday May 24 Windshield Snow Survey



For More Information
Snake River Area Office
– Lanie Paquin (Mike Hilliard Acting) - 

Area Manager
208-383-2246
mpaquin@usbr.gov

Snake River Operations Web Sites

– Upper Snake water information site - 
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html

– USBR HydroMet - http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
– Northwest River Forecast Center - http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
– NRCS SNOTEL Data - http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/

Upper Snake Field Office
– Mike Hilliard (Ben Cano Acting) – Assistant Area Manager

208-678-0461 (x34)
mhilliard@usbr.gov

– David Child – Natural Resources Manager (x15)
– dchild@usbr.gov
– Brian Stevens – Water Operations Supervisory Civil Engineer (x24)

bstevens@usbr.gov
– Jeremy Dalling  - Water Operations Civil Engineer (x25)

jdalling@usbr.gov
– Darrin Fredrickson  - Staff Assistant (x17)

dfredrickson@usbr.gov

Snake River Operations Web Sites

– Upper Snake water information site - 
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html

– USBR HydroMet - http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
– Northwest River Forecast Center - http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
– NRCS SNOTEL Data - http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
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mailto:jgregg@usbr.gov
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
mailto:rnewman@usbr.gov
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mailto:Mbeus@usbr.gov
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http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/


National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

Upper Snake Weather Outlook



National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

April - Hit & Miss
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National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

May So Far… 
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National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

Warmer than Average, but also Wet
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Image size: 8.35
Position: Top Left
Left: 1.53, 1.75
Right: 10.33, 1.75

Seasonal Temperature
Departure

Oct 1, 2023 - May 1, 2024



National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

Current Drought - National
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National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

Current Drought Comparison
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May 9, 2023 May 9, 2024



National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

River Levels: Portneuf River
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National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

Current Satellite
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National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

Upcoming Weather Pattern
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SaturdayToday Friday



National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

Short Term Forecast

11

High Elevation 
Forecast 

(Teton Pass)

Low Elevation 
Forecast

(Pocatello)



National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

Snow Temperature - Ripe & Ready!
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National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

7-Day Precipitation and Snow Forecast
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Teton Pass

Pocatello



National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

6 to 10 Day: May 14 - 18
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National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

8 to 14 Day: May 16 - 22
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National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

May - June - July
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National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

Drought Outlook: May - June - July
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National Weather Service
Pocatello, Idaho

May 9, 2024

Questions?

Upper Snake Weather Outlook




