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AGENDA 
IDAHO WATER RESOURCE BOARD 

Upper Snake River Advisory Committee Meeting No. 7-23 

Thursday, October 12, 2023  

10:00 a.m. (MDT) 

Meeting Location(s): 

        BOISE IDAHO FALLS   

   Water Center          Eastern Regional Office

Conf. Room C & D          Main Conference Room  

  322 E. Front St. 900 N. Skyline Drive 

or 

VIDEO conference via Zoom is available upon registration, contact 

cooper.fritz@idwr.idaho.gov for registration information 

1. Introductions and Attendance

2. Weather Forecast (NOAA)

3. Snow Pack / Streamflow Forecasts (NRCS)

4. Water Supply / Operations Update (USBR)

5. Idaho Power Company

a. Operations Update

b. Cloud Seeding Update

6. Water District 01 Briefing

7. IWRB Managed Recharge Operations

8. New Business

9. Adjourn

Committee Member: Brian Olmstead 

Americans with Disabilities 

The meeting will be held in person and online. If you require special accommodations to attend, participate in, or 

understand the meeting, please make advance arrangements by contacting Department staff by email 

jennifer.strange@idwr.idaho.gov or by phone at (208) 287-4800. 
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Snowpack & 
Streamflow Update

Upper Snake River Advisory Committee
October 12, 2023

Presented by Erin 
Whorton



Current drought 
conditions

Drought change from 
one year ago 









https://www.drought.gov/topics/soil-
moisture#data-maps-tools



Importance of Snow
 Agriculture irrigation
 Municipal water use
 Climate and ecological regulation
 Hydropower generation
 Recreation
 Safety (flood mitigation, 

avalanche hazards)

Upper Snake
$169 Million/ year

Snake Headwaters
$190 Million/ year

http://depts.washington.edu/sinter/basinSnow/





Forecasted streamflow Observed streamflow



Snake River Above Heise
April - July

Forecast (KAF) Observed 
(KAF)

Difference 
(KAF)

Percent 
Error

April 1 3,430 3,368 -62 -2%
May 1 3,191 3,368 177 5%
June 1 3,211 3,368 157 5%

April - September 

Forecast (KAF) Observed Difference Error 
percent

April 1 4,020 3,943 -77 -2%
May 1 3,781 3,943 162 4%
June 1 3,661 3,943 282 7%

April 1 Forecast
(April through July period)



Snake River Above Heise
April - July

Forecast (KAF) Observed 
(KAF)

Difference 
(KAF)

Percent 
Error

April 1 3,430 3,368 -62 -2%
May 1 3,191 3,368 177 5%
June 1 3,211 3,368 157 5%

April - September 

Forecast (KAF) Observed Difference Error 
percent

April 1 4,020 3,943 -77 -2%
May 1 3,781 3,943 162 4%
June 1 3,661 3,943 282 7%

May 1 Forecast
(April through July period)
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Figure: NOAA Climate.gov

El Niño anticipated to continue through January - March 2024
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Monthly SWE Comparison by Watershed
Month/ 
Watershed

NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR

1701 (Kootenai-
Pend Oreille - 
Spokane)

1.23 1.06 1.01 0.94 0.96

1704 (Upper 
Snake) 1.04 0.91 0.93 0.90 0.90

1705 (Middle 
Snake) 1.31 1.10 1.05 1.01 1.04

1706 (Lower 
Snake) 1.18 1.02 0.98 0.93 0.95



Idaho Snow Survey - NRCS

   Erin Whorton
     erin.whorton@usda.gov
     208-685-6983

Thank 
you!

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/id/snow/


Water Operations
Upper Snake 
Upper Snake Advisory Committee Meeting
October 12, 2023



Overview
• Current Conditions
• Year In Review
• Upcoming Winter Outlook
• FRM Potential



System:
• 121% Median
• 118 % Average
• 1.25 MAF more 

than last year

Basin Conditions



• 92% of Median
• 413 KAF More than Last Year



• 156% of Median
• 563 KAF More than Last Year



• Showing the solid (less restrictive) rule curve



• 133% of Median
• 28 KAF More than Last Year



• 95% of Median
• 3.9 KAF More than Last Year





• 128% of Median
• 239 KAF More than Last Year



• 121% of Median
• 1.25 MAF More than Last Year













Upcoming Winter Flow Plans*

*Subject to change over the winter depending on developing outlook



5/1/2023 = 25.2 inches

FRM Potential

HUC 6 – upstream of the Heise Gage



FRM Potential

*Static 200 KAF 
space until 5/1



• Approximately 60-65% 
chance of needing some 
FRM space on May 1

FRM Potential



For More Information
Snake River Area Office
– Lanie Paquin - Area Manager

208-383-2246
mpaquin@usbr.gov

Snake River Operations Web Sites

– Upper Snake water information site -
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html

– USBR HydroMet - http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
– Northwest River Forecast Center - http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
– NRCS SNOTEL Data - http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/

Upper Snake Field Office
– Mike Hilliard – Assistant Area Manager

208-678-0461 (x34)
mhilliard@usbr.gov

– David Child – Natural Resources Manager (x15)
– dchild@usbr.gog
– Brian Stevens – Water Operations Supervisory Civil Engineer (x24)

bstevens@usbr.gov
– Jeremy Dalling - Water Operations Civil Engineer (x25)

jdalling@usbr.gov
– Darrin Fredrickson - Staff Assistant (x17)

dfredrickson@usbr.gov

mailto:jgregg@usbr.gov
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
mailto:rnewman@usbr.gov
mailto:dchild@usbr.gog
mailto:Rbliss@usbr.gov
mailto:Mbeus@usbr.gov
mailto:Mbeus@usbr.gov
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