
  

322 East Front Street • P.O. Box 83720 • Boise, Idaho 83720-0098    

 Phone: (208) 287-4800    Fax: (208) 287-6700    Website: idwr.idaho.gov/IWRB/ 

AGENDA 
IDAHO WATER RESOURCE BOARD  

Upper Snake River Advisory Committee Meeting No. 3-23 

Thursday, March 9, 2023  

10:00 a.m. (MST) 
 

Meeting Location(s): 

        BOISE                                                                          IDAHO FALLS   

   Water Center                                               Eastern Regional Office                         

Conf. Room 602B                         Main Conference Room  

  322 E. Front St.                           900 N. Skyline Drive 

           or 
 

ONLINE via Zoom - Click here to join our Zoom Meeting 

Dial in Option: +1 (253) 215-8782 

Meeting ID: 860 8548 7210 Passcode: 673668 

 

 

 

1. Introduction and Attendance 

2. Weather Forecast (NOAA) 

3. Snow Pack / Streamflow Forecasts (NRCS) 

4. Water Supply / Operations Update (USBR) 

5. Idaho Power Company  

a. Operations Update 

b. Cloud Seeding Update 

6. Water District 01 Briefing  

7. IWRB Managed Recharge Operations  

8. New Business 

9. Adjourn 

 

 

Committee Members – Brian Olmstead 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Americans with Disabilities: The meeting will be held online. If you require special accommodations to 

attend, participate in, or understand the meeting, please make advance arrangements by contacting Department 

staff by email jennifer.strange@idwr.idaho.gov or by phone at (208) 287-4800. 

 
 

 
Brad Little 

Governor 

 

 

Jeff Raybould 

Chairman 
St. Anthony 

At Large 

 

Jo Ann Cole-Hansen 

Secretary 
Lewiston 

At Large 

 

Dale Van Stone 
Hope 

District 1 
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Boise 
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Dean Stevenson 
Paul 
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Brian Olmstead 
Twin Falls 

At Large 

 

Marcus Gibbs 
Grace 
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Patrick McMahon 

Sun Valley 

At Large 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86085487210?pwd=NGIyMm4wLzdRdFNuRmVzS255akpSdz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86085487210?pwd=NGIyMm4wLzdRdFNuRmVzS255akpSdz09
tel:+15713173122,,867071677


Water Supply Update

Upper Snake River Advisory Committee
March 09, 2023

Presented by Erin 
Whorton
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March 1 snowpack
Snow Courses + SNOTEL sites SNOTEL sites only
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https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/nwcc/basinCharts/#ID











• If we get well above normal 
precip –snowpack will be 
~111% of normal 

• Slightly above normal 
precip, snowpack  = 106%



https://www.drought.gov/topics/soil-
moisture#data-maps-tools



~ 70 KAF decrease in 
Snake River near 
Heise forecast from 
last month



Streamflow Volume Forecasts for March 1

Percent of 30-year 
normal median

KAF 
(median)

Percent of 30-year 
normal average





Thank 
you!

Idaho Snow Survey - NRCS

Erin Whorton

erin.whorton@usda.gov

208-685-6983

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/states/idaho/
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February 
Precipitation

WY Total 
Precipitation



Last meeting Now





Upper Snake Advisory Committee Meeting
March 9, 2023

Upper Snake Reservoir Operations

1



2

Reservoir system: 1.92 MAF 
stored (47% full)
88 KAF less than last year
69% of 91’-20’ Avg



3

March

February



4



Precipitation Comparison

2022

1993
1991

20162023



Full at 4,045,695 AF



Upper Snake Flow Augmentation Outlook

0% - 75.8%% of Average >75.8% - 89.6% >89.6% - 109.2% >109.2% - 130.9% >130.9%

Rainbow Chart/ 
Common Pool

2023 Carryover
728 KAF 
(includes 20 KAF 
rented to 
supplemental pool
In WY 2020) 

Potential for Rainbow Chart Rentals 
0 KAF – approximately 30% chance of occurring
60 KAF - approximately 70% chance of occurring
150 KAF - approximately 10% chance of occurring
185 KAF – approximately 1% chance of occurring



Winter Operational Outlook
• Jackson - 280 cfs
•Palisades - 900 cfs
• Island Park - ~230 cfs
•American Falls: ~310 cfs
•Minidoka - ~427 cfs

•Upcoming Meetings
• April 5 – River and Reservoir Operations Subcommittee Meeting, Water 

District 1 Office
• May 18-19 – Jackson Lake Public Information Meeting and Windshield 

Snow Survey, Contact Darrin Fredrickson for more information



For More Information
Snake River Area Office
– Lanie Paquin - Area Manager

208-383-2246
mpaquin@usbr.gov

Snake River Operations Web Sites

– Upper Snake water information site -
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html

– USBR HydroMet - http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
– Northwest River Forecast Center - http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
– NRCS SNOTEL Data - http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/

Upper Snake Field Office
– Mike Hilliard – Assistant Area Manager

208-678-0461 (x34)
mhilliard@usbr.gov

– Brian Stevens – Water Operations Supervisory Civil Engineer (x24)
bstevens@usbr.gov

– Jeremy Dalling - Water Operations Civil Engineer (x25)
jdalling@usbr.gov

– Darrin Fredrickson - Staff Assistant (x17)
dfredrickson@usbr.gov

mailto:jgregg@usbr.gov
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
mailto:rnewman@usbr.gov
mailto:Rbliss@usbr.gov
mailto:Mbeus@usbr.gov
mailto:Mbeus@usbr.gov


Water Resource Board

IWRB Managed Recharge Program
Upper Snake River Advisory Committee Meeting

Neal Farmer
Recharge Program

March 9, 2023



Total Natural Flow Water Recharged
108,497 af (provisional)

Diversion Rate 
Median:      350 cfs
Max:            661 cfs

13,365 AF
34 cfs

TFCC

IWRB Recharge - Oct 15 to March 6

12,071 AF
~50 cfs

SWID

72,404 AF
381 cfs

AFRD2

10,656 AF

NSCC

Updated as of 
3/6/2023



198 cfs passing Milner



465 cfs

9.6 ft.



Mile Post 31 recharge basin on April 8th, 2013.

Questions



Water Resource Board

IWRB Managed Recharge Program
Drain and Stream Gains in the Minidoka to Milner Reach

Heather Neace

Neal Farmer
Recharge Program

March 9, 2023



Drain Locations

Seasonal Acre-Feet



https://research.idwr.idaho.gov/apps/hydrologic/aquainfo/



Drains not available on 
Aqua Info:
1. G18
2. G19
3. G20
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Questions?


