BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
OF THE
STATE OF WASHINGTON

AND THE

N DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
OF THE
STATE OF IDAHO

IN THE MATTER OF THE
COORDINATED MANAGEMENT
OF THE PULILMAN-HOSCOW
GROUND WATER AQUIFER

INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT

WHEREAS the ground water resource located 1n the Palouse River/Hangman
Creek basains of Latah County Idaho and Whitman County Washington 1is an
important water source for citizens of both Washington and Idaho and

WHEREAS the Pullwan Hoscow Water Resources Committee (PMWRC) made up
of representatives from Whitman County Latah County City of Pullman City of
Moscow Washington State University and Unmiversity of Idaho has been
established in recognition of local concerns for the safety and reliability of
the ground water resource because of continuing declines in ground water
levels 1n the Pullman-Moscow aquifer and

WHEREAS computer-simulated moedeling studies sponsored by the PMURC
indicate that the ground water level declines will continue 1f annual rate of
withdrawal from the aquifer increases and

WHEREAS applicactrions filed in both Washington and Idaho 1n recent years
fur lacge vwathdrawals of water from the aqua.fzr iidicate the pota—i.al e.ists
for substantially increased ground water withdrawals and an associated decline
in ground water pumping levels and

WHEREAS cthe PMWRC has adopted a coordinated management plan which sets
goals for mproved management of the Pullman Moscow aquifer and action plans
aimed at achieving these poals have been adopted by each of the entities
belonging to the PMWRC and

WHEREAS the Director of the Department of Ecology of the State of
Washington 1s charged with the administration of ground water resources to
maincain 2 safe sustained yield (Revised Code of Washington 90 44 130) and 1s
authorized by Washington law to represent the state 1n matters pertalning to
interstate water rights and water development and
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WHEREAS the Director of the Department of Water Resources of the State
of Idaho 1s charged with Che administration of ground water to maintain
reasonable pumping levels (Secction 42 226 Idaho Code) and 1s authorized by
Section 42 1805 Idaho Code to represent the sctarte 1n matters pertaining to
1nterstate water rights and water development and

WHEREAS the responsible officials of each stace desire to achireve
coordinated management of the ground water resources of the Pullman Moscow .
aquifer in accordance with their respective state laws and 1in cooperation with
the PMWRC and 1ts member entities

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY AGREED THAT administration of the ground
water resources of the Pullman Moscow aguifer will be 1in accordance with the
adopted Groundwater Management Plan of the PMWRC to the extent that such
plan can be implemenced and administered under the laws of each state The
following specific actions will be taken by the administrative agency of each
state to 1mplement the plan

Y
1 Issuance of new permits to appropriate ground water and approval of
applications to change existing ground water rights will be guided by the
withdrawal limitacions 1n the PMWRC plan The state administrative agencles
will provide copies of all such applications to the PMWRC for review and
evaluation relative to compliance with the PMWRC plan The decision making
authority rests with the state agency but the recommendations of the PHWRC
w1ll be made part of the official record for each application

2 Applicants proposing significant (as determined by the direcror of the
state within which the application 1s filed) increases 1n withdrawal of ground
water from the Pullman-Moscow aquifer will be required to provide information
on alternative sources of water conservation practlces to be implemented to
reduce the quantity of water withdrawn and similar information needed to
demonstrate compliance with the PMWRC plan

3 applications for cransfer of ground water rights across the state line
will be considered i1n accordance with the applicable laws of each state and
will be guided by the PMWRC plan

4 The aaministrative agency of each state will w~ithin the funding
avarlable and the priorities set by the director of each state endeavor to
enforce the applicable laws of each state relative to supervision of
constructlon and malntenance of wells unauthorized diversion and use of
water and conservation of water to achieve the goals of the PMWRC plan

5 Wicthin funding specifically avarlable for such purposes the
administrative agency of each state will cooperate in studies necessary to
evaluate the ground water resource and improve management of 1t

6 A representative of each agency will be designated by the director of
each agency as responsible for coordination of the agency’s activities with
the PMWRC
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IT IS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD that this agreement 1s effective upon signature
by both directors and accomplishment of such filing notice or approval
requirements as mav be necessary This agreement shall remain in effect uncil
terminated by wricten notice bv either parcv

e Aos \ 8 1GQL TSt
TOWCHUCK CLARKE

DIRECTOR
WASHINGTON DEPARTME

0F ECOLOGY

DATE 405/(.. 2o, /FFZ

R KEITH HIGGIN
DIRECTOR
TDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESQURCES
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