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AGENDA 
IDAHO WATER RESOURCE BOARD 

Upper Snake River Advisory Committee Meeting No. 5-25 
Thursday, May 8, 2025  

10:00 a.m. (MDT) 
 

Meeting Location(s): 
 BOISE                                                               IDAHO FALLS 

    Water Center                                   Eastern Regional Office                                                                  
Conf. Room 602 B                                 Main Conference Room 

       322 E. Front St.                                      900 N. Skyline Dr. 
or 

 
VIDEO conference via Zoom is available upon registration, contact 

cooper.fritz@idwr.idaho.gov for registration information 
 

 
1. Introductions and Attendance 
2. Weather Forecast (NOAA) 
3. Snow Pack / Streamflow Forecasts (NRCS) 
4. Water Supply / Operations Update (USBR) 
5. Idaho Power Company Operations Update 
6. Water District 01 Briefing  
7. IWRB Managed Recharge Operations  
8. New Business 
9. Adjourn 
      
Committee Member: Brian Olmstead 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Americans with Disabilities 
The meeting will be held in person and online. If you require special accommodations to attend, participate in, or 
understand the meeting, please make advance arrangements by contacting Department staff by email 
jennifer.strange@idwr.idaho.gov or by phone at (208) 287-4800. 
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Governor 
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Chairman 
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At Large 
 
Jo Ann Cole-Hansen 
Vice Chair 
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Secretary 
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District 3 
 
Dale Van Stone 
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District 1 
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Brian Olmstead 
Twin Falls 
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Grace 
District 4 
 
Patrick McMahon 
Sun Valley 
At Large 
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Weather Forecast Office

Pocatello, ID

Thursday, May 8

Upper Snake Advisory Committee 

Presenter: Mark Dallon

Late Spring Outlook



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID

Thursday, May 8
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Precipitation - April

April - Percent of NormalApril - Observed Precipitation



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID
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Precipitation - April 



Weather Forecast Office
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Precipitation - Last 3 Months (Feb-Apr) 



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID
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Precipitation - WY to date

Burley - 109%

Jackson - 79%

Lava Hot Springs - 93%

Island Park - 87%



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID
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Temps - April and WY to Date



Weather Forecast Office
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Modeled Snow Depth for March 13, 2025

March



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID
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Modeled Snow Depth for April 10, 2025

April



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID
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Modeled Snow Depth for May 7, 2025

May



Weather Forecast Office
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Drought Status: Idaho

April 1, 2025 May 6, 2025
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Drought Status: Region
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Looking Ahead:
Short & Long Term 

Forecasts
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Forecast Charts

Friday Saturday

Dry, warm Friday through Sunday; pattern change starting Sunday 
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Short Term Forecast

High Elevation 
Forecast 

(Teton Pass)

Low Elevation 
Forecast

(Pocatello)



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID
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Precipitation - Next 7 Days

Valley Locations 0 - 0.25”
Mid Elevations 0.25 - 0.5”
Extreme East Idaho  0.5 - 1.0” 



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID
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Short Term Outlook
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1-2 Week Outlook
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1 Month Outlook
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Three-Month Seasonal Outlook
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River Forecast - Water Supply (% of normal)



Weather Forecast Office
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River Forecasts - Peak Flow Flood Probability
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River Flood Probability - Summary



Weather Forecast Office
Pocatello, ID
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Questions/Comments
Mark Dallon

Service Hydrologist
mark.dallon@noaa.gov



Snowpack & Water 
Supply Forecasts

Upper Snake River Advisory Committee
May 8, 2025

Presented by Erin Whorton



Last Month when we met…the Tetons were at peak snowpack conditions!





APRIL: Near normal to cooler than normal temperatures
MAY: Above normal temperatures so far 



• Peaked April 3@ 102% of 
median peak

• 57% of peak snowpack 
remaining vs. 72% remaining in 
WY24 on May 7

• Melt cycle started ~ 2 weeks 
early and melt rate has been 
about slightly faster than 
average



• Peaked April 10
• 68% of peak snowpack 

remaining vs. 85% remaining in 
WY24 on May 7

• More snow left in the Teton 
basin than Henrys Fork

• Melting started about 10 days 
earlier than is typical

• Melting at an average rate



• Blackfoot and Willow sub-basins 
have melted out

• 16% of WY25 peak snowpack 
remaining. 37% remaining last year 
on May 7

• Melt out was more rapid than the 
median rate. On par with last 
year’s rate

• Typical melt out date is May 22. A 
little earlier this year

• Peaked March 24



• Peaked April 6
• 64% of peak snowpack 

remaining vs. 75% remaining in 
WY24 on May 7

• Melting started about 12 days 
earlier than is typical

• Melting at an average rate. A 
little more rapidly this last week











Streamflow forecasts decreased across the Upper Snake Basins



• April 1 forecast
• April to July 

period
• Heise forecast 

was 112% of 
normal



• May 1 forecast
• April to July period
• Uses observed April 

streamflow
• Heise forecast was 

112% of normal and 
now is 96% of normal 

• ~500 KAF decrease



Streamflow Forecasts for May 1 at Heise

Percent of 30-year 
normal

KAF 



Soil Moisture: mixed signals







Streamflow Forecasts for May 1 at Heise

Percent of 30-year 
normal
70 -90% exceedance 
last year

KAF
Last year= 3560 KAF 
observed Apr-Sept
This year forecast:
May 1 mixed past 

Apr-Sept 3513 KAF 



Thank 
you!

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/idaho/snow-survey

Erin Whorton

erin.whorton@usda.gov

208-685-6983



May 8, 2025 

Presenter: Brian Stevens

Upper Snake Advisory Committee Meeting
Upper Snake Operations Update



Reservoir System Conditions

2

Flood Risk 
Management Space

Summary
85% Full
116% Average
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(1991-2020)

Began Water Year 
42% Full

Currently 85% Full
Full
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200 KAF Static Winter Flood Space

Dashed Dynamic Curve

Solid Dynamic Curve

Flood Risk Management 
Governing the Outlook in 
late April

2,500 cfs outflow on 5/8
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4/1 (102%)

4/15 (98%)

5/1 (95%)
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Dashed Dynamic Curve

Solid Dynamic Curve

14,000 cfs outflow on 5/8
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(1991-2020)
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100 cfs outflow on 5/8

Full

40,500 AF end of October
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300 cfs outflow on 5/8

Full

Island Park Reservoir



~20 cfs for 11 days, now 0 cfs



2025 Upper Snake Reservoir System Outlook
Spring 2025
• Flood Risk Management at Jackson, Palisades
• Palisades Dam peak outflow potentially between 14,000 cfs to 16,000 cfs
• Minidoka Dam outflow increased on 3/26 for irrigation delivery
• Approximately 447 AF of unstorable water released past Milner Dam to the Snake River downstream in April
• Over 100,000 AF recharged into the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer since last fall
• Fill of reservoir storage space will be relatively high this year; 
• Potential shortfall due to FRM operations at Jackson and Palisades has typically been deducted 25% from Jackson Lake space holders and 

75% from Palisades space holders

Summer 2025
• Moderate demand for storage releases system wide
• Projected ~170,000 AF of flow augmentation to be released by Milner Dam (Spring/Summer)
• Projected ~40,000 AF of Idaho Power storage water to be released by Milner Dam (Summer)

Fall 2025
• 0 cfs by Milner Dam once Idaho Power storage water is released downstream

Winter 2026
• Projected outflows: Jackson (280 cfs), Palisades (900 cfs), Minidoka (425 cfs)



For More Information
Snake River Area Office
– Ryan Alcorn - Area Manager (Acting)

208-292-9353
ralcorn@usbr.gov

Snake River Operations Web Sites

– Upper Snake water information site - 
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html

– USBR HydroMet - http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
– Northwest River Forecast Center - http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
– NRCS SNOTEL Data - http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/

Upper Snake Field Office
– Mike Hilliard – Assistant Area Manager

208-678-0461 (x34)
mhilliard@usbr.gov

– Brian Stevens – Water Operations Supervisory Civil Engineer (x24)
bstevens@usbr.gov

– Jeremy Dalling  - Water Operations Civil Engineer (x25)
jdalling@usbr.gov

Snake River Operations Web Sites

– Upper Snake water information site - 
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html

– USBR HydroMet - http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
– Northwest River Forecast Center - http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
– NRCS SNOTEL Data - http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
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Upper Snake Advisory Committee
Idaho Power Update

5/08/2025



Snake River Flow Conditions Current

CY2024 CY2025



Brownlee Water Supply Forecast



WY 2025 HCC Operations
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