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September 1, 2016

Mr. Nathan Erickson

Southern District

Idaho Department of Water Resources
650 Addison Ave W, Ste. 500

Twin Falls, ID 83301-5858

Re: Petition for Reconsideration of Final Order Regarding Management
Program and Curtailing Expansion Ground Water Rights in the Raft River
Critical Ground Water Area

Dear Mr. Erickson:

Brooke and Stacy Holtman received notice of curtailment of the expansion
water rights: 43-10539 and 43-10541. The acreage listed in Appendix A of
the final order matches the partial SRBA decree of the water rights, and
reflects a total expansion acre liability of 153.6 acres.

Water right 43-10539 for 101.6 acres and 43-10541 for 52 acres are both
expansions of Water Right 43-2450D for 76 acres (Holtman Farm Analysis
Spreadsheet-enclosed). The total acreage limit for the three rights is 229.6
acres within a 264 acre Place of Use (POU). The acreage of the expansion
rights and base rights is additive within this combined limit.

A transfer in 2001 modified the acreage within the above POU by moving an
additional 108.5 acres into the 264 acre POU described above (Transfer
66918). The total acreage after the transfer was limited to 264 acres
demonstrating that the 108.5 acres transferred into the POU increased the
acreage, and the transferred rights partially covered the expansion acres. The
total acreage covered within the 264 acres POU by non-expansion rights is
108.5+76=184.5. The area of irrigation occurring as a result of expansion
acreage is the difference between 264 and 184.5, or 79.5 acres.

The decreed acreage indicates that all 153.6 acres are expansion acres even
though the combined limits reduce the contribution of the expansion acreage
by 74.1 acres. A distinction between actual acreage and decreed acreage was
not allowed within the final order. The final order requires:

“that all holders of expansion rights in the RRCGWA listed in

Attachment A to this order must reduce withdrawal of water

pursuant to the SRBA partial decree of those rights.”
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The order appears to require a full curtailment of 153.6 acres even though
only 79.5 acres of expansion are possible within the farm. The petition hereby
requests that allowances for combined limits be included in the evaluation of
expansion acreage for water rights 43-10539 and 43-10541, and that the
curtailment will not require all of the decreed value be curtailed under the
final order.

Thank you for the reconsideration of the expansion acreage for Mr. and Mrs.
Holtman. Please feel free to call me with any questions regarding this

manner.

Cordially,

éagie Zobott, P.E. %

Enclosure: Holtman Farm Analysis Spreadsheet

Cc: Mr. Tim Luke, IDWR Water Compliance Bureau
Mr. Brooke Holtman
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