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Michael Gibson, Idaho Policy Advisor 
Trout Unlimited 
910 West Main St. Suite 342 
Boise, ID. 83703 
Telephone: (208) 908-9185  
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BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

OF THE STATE OF IDAHO 

 
TROUT UNLIMITED’S (COLLECTIVE) 
FIRST SET OF DISCOVERY REQUESTS 

 
 
 
 

 

This document contains the first set of interrogatories, requests for production of documents, and requests 

for admission being submitted to Cat Creek Energy, LLC (“Cat Creek”) by Trout Unlimited, Inc., Idaho Council 

of TU, Ted Trueblood Chapter of TU and the Hemingway Chapter of TU (collectively “TU”). These 

interrogatories, requests for production of documents, and requests for admission are made pursuant to, and are 

governed by, IDAPA 37.01.01.520 and the Idaho Rules of Civil Procedure (“I.R.C.P.”) 26, 33, and 34. 

DEFINITIONS 

For purposes of these discovery requests: 

“Applications” means Applications for Permit Nos. 63-34403, 63-34652, 63-34897, 63-34900, and 63-

35522 in the name of Cat Creek Energy, LLC. 

“Project” means the facilities, operations, water uses, and activities proposed or contemplated under the 

Applications, including pumped-storage hydropower, irrigation, storage, diversion, conveyance, and release of 

water. 

“South Fork Boise River” means the South Fork Boise River downstream from Anderson Ranch Dam to 
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the upper extent of Arrowrock Reservoir. 

“Project Operations” means all diversions, withdrawals, pumping, storage, generation, releases, 

conveyance, delivery, and other movement or use of water associated with the Project or Applications, regardless 

of the particular purpose of use under which the activity occurs. 

“Identify”, when referring to a study, analysis, model, report, memorandum, dataset, or other document, 

means to state its title or description, date, author or preparer, and present custodian. 

INTERROGATORIES 

INTERROGATORY NO. 1 

Describe in detail all anticipated changes in the timing, magnitude, duration, frequency, and rate of 

change of flows in the South Fork Boise River resulting directly or indirectly from Project Operations, including 

hourly, daily, monthly, seasonal, and annual changes and any changes in minimum flows, maximum flows, 

ramping rates, or the duration of particular flow conditions. 

INTERROGATORY NO. 2 

Identify and describe all studies, analyses, models, datasets, reports, or other information that evaluate or 

quantify the effects of Project Operations on the hydrograph of the South Fork Boise River, including the 

assumptions regarding existing Anderson Ranch Reservoir operations, water supply, irrigation demand, flood-

control operations, minimum-flow requirements, or other operational constraints used in such analyses. 

INTERROGATORY NO. 3 

For each operational scenario analyzed or contemplated for the Project, identify the maximum anticipated 

increase and decrease in South Fork Boise River flow, expressed in cubic feet per second, that could occur over 

periods of one hour, three hours, six hours, twelve hours, twenty-four hours, and seven days, and identify the 

circumstances under which each such change could occur. 

INTERROGATORY NO. 4 

Describe all known, anticipated, modeled, or potential effects of Project Operations and associated 
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changes in South Fork Boise River flows on aquatic habitat, including wetted channel area, side channels, riffles, 

pools, spawning habitat, redds, juvenile rearing habitat, fish passage, water depth, water velocity, and connectivity 

of aquatic habitat. 

INTERROGATORY NO. 5 

Describe all known, anticipated, modeled, or potential risks of fish stranding, isolation, displacement, or 

mortality, or the dewatering of fish habitat, redds, side channels, or other aquatic habitat, resulting from increases 

or decreases in South Fork Boise River flows associated directly or indirectly with Project Operations. 

INTERROGATORY NO. 6 

Identify and describe all minimum-flow requirements, maximum-flow limitations, ramping-rate 

restrictions, seasonal operating restrictions, fish-protection measures, or other operational constraints that Cat 

Creek has assumed, proposed, evaluated, or considered for protection of fish and aquatic habitat in the South Fork 

Boise River. 

INTERROGATORY NO. 7 

Describe how Project Operations would be coordinated with existing or anticipated operations of 

Anderson Ranch Dam and Reservoir by the United States Bureau of Reclamation, including irrigation releases, 

flood-control operations, minimum-flow requirements, reservoir refill, flow augmentation, and any other existing 

or anticipated operational requirements that could affect flows in the South Fork Boise River. 

INTERROGATORY NO. 8 

Identify and describe all consultations, communications, agreements, proposed agreements, operating 

protocols, or other coordination between Cat Creek Energy and the United States Bureau of Reclamation 

concerning the timing, quantity, rate, or duration of releases from Anderson Ranch Reservoir or the operation of 

Anderson Ranch Dam in connection with the Project. 

INTERROGATORY NO. 9 

Identify all hydrologic, hydraulic, reservoir-operation, water-quality, fish-habitat, or other models used to 
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evaluate Project effects on the South Fork Boise River, and for each model identify the model, input data, 

temporal resolution, geographic resolution, operational assumptions, calibration or validation information, and the 

person or entity responsible for preparing or operating the model. 

INTERROGATORY NO. 10 

Identify and describe all studies, analyses, modeling, monitoring, or other information developed, 

obtained, or received through the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission licensing process that evaluates the 

effects of Project Operations on flows, water temperature, aquatic habitat, trout populations, recreational fishing, 

or other aquatic resources in the South Fork Boise River. 

REQUESTS FOR PRODUCTION 

REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 1 

Produce all studies, reports, technical memoranda, models, model results, datasets, spreadsheets, 

hydrographs, graphs, figures, maps, or other documents identified in response to Interrogatories Nos. 1 through 

10. 

REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 2 

Produce all hydrologic, hydraulic, or reservoir-operation modeling and associated input and output data 

concerning Project Operations and their effects on flows in the South Fork Boise River, including hourly or finer-

resolution time-series data where such data exist. 

REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 3 

Produce all documents demonstrating, analyzing, studying, modeling, or containing data or information 

regarding the potential or known effects of Project Operations on wetted channel area, side channels, riffles, 

pools, spawning habitat, redds, juvenile rearing habitat, fish passage, water depth, water velocity, or other aquatic 

habitat in the South Fork Boise River. 

REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 4 

Produce all documents demonstrating, analyzing, studying, modeling, or containing data or information 
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regarding fish stranding, isolation, displacement, mortality, or dewatering of fish habitat, redds, side channels, or 

other aquatic habitat resulting from changes in South Fork Boise River flows associated directly or indirectly with 

Project Operations. 

REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 5 

Produce all documents concerning minimum-flow requirements, maximum-flow limitations, ramping-rate 

restrictions, seasonal operating restrictions, fish-protection measures, or other operational constraints considered, 

proposed, assumed, or evaluated in connection with Project Operations and the South Fork Boise River. 

REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 6 

Produce all documents, communications, agreements, proposed agreements, operating protocols, meeting 

notes, memoranda, analyses, or other records concerning coordination between Cat Creek Energy and the United 

States Bureau of Reclamation regarding Project Operations, Anderson Ranch Dam or Reservoir operations, or 

releases to the South Fork Boise River. 

REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 7 

Produce, in native electronic format where available, all model input files, output files, spreadsheets, 

time-series datasets, operational simulations, and other electronic data used to evaluate changes in South Fork 

Boise River flows resulting directly or indirectly from Project Operations. 

REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 8 

Produce all studies, reports, datasets, technical memoranda, modeling results, agency comments, 

responses to agency comments, or other documents developed, obtained, or received through the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission licensing process concerning Project effects on flows, water temperature, aquatic habitat, 

trout, recreational fishing, or other aquatic resources in the South Fork Boise River. 

REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 9 

Produce all documents, communications, agreements, proposed agreements, operating protocols, meeting 

notes, memoranda, analyses, or other records concerning coordination between Cat Creek Energy and Elmore 
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County regarding Project Operations and future Elmore County pumping plant operations (Water Right 63-

34348). 

REQUESTS FOR ADMISSION 

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 1 

Admit that operation of the Project has the potential to alter the timing, magnitude, duration, frequency, or 

rate of change of flows in the South Fork Boise River below Anderson Ranch Dam. 

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 2 

Admit that changes in the rate of flow in the South Fork Boise River can alter the amount and distribution 

of wetted aquatic habitat in the South Fork Boise River. 

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 3 

Admit that Cat Creek Energy has not obtained an enforceable agreement with the United States Bureau of 

Reclamation establishing maximum permissible Project-caused ramping rates in the South Fork Boise River. 

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 4 

Admit that Cat Creek Energy has not obtained an enforceable agreement with the United States Bureau of 

Reclamation establishing minimum flows in the South Fork Boise River specifically for purposes of mitigating 

effects associated with Project Operations. 

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 5 

Admit that Cat Creek Energy has not established enforceable Project operating criteria specifically 

designed to prevent fish stranding or dewatering of aquatic habitat in the South Fork Boise River resulting from 

Project Operations. 
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DATED this 25th day of September, 2026. 

Signed:   
Michael Gibson 
Trout Unlimited, Inc. (on behalf of all TU entities) 
michael.gibson@tu.org 
910 West Main St. Suite 342 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that on this 25th day of September, 2026, the foregoing document was served 
on the following persons via the email address identified.  

                  
IDAHO DEPT. OF WATER RESOURCES 
Director Mathew Weaver 
Garrick L. Baxter 
Sarah Tschohl 
file@idwr.idaho.gov 
mathew.weaver@idwr.idaho.gov 
garrick.baxter@idwr.idaho.gov 
sarah.tschohl@idwr.idaho.gov 

Ballentyne Ditch Co., et al. 
SAWTOOTH LAW OFFICES PLLC 
Daniel B. Steenson 
S. Bryce Farris 
Andrew J. Waldera 
dan@sawtoothlaw.com 
bryce@sawtoothlaw.com 
andy@sawtoothlaw.com 

Cat Creek Energy, LLC 
T.J. Budge 
James Carkulis 
David R. Tuthill, Jr. 
Hal Anderson 
Gary D. Slette  
tj@racineolson.com  
jtc@ccewsrps.net 
dave@idahowaterengineering.com 
hal@idahowaterengineering.com 
gslette@rsidaholaw.com 

Office of Energy and Mineral Resources 
IDAHO GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF 
ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES 
Marissa Warren, Energy Program Manager  
marissa.warren@oer.idaho.gov  

S Bar Ranch, LLC 
The District at Parkcenter, LLC 
HAWLEY TROXELL ENNIS & HAWLEY 
F. Goodson 
Tyler Anderson 
rgoodson@hawleytroxell.com 
tanderson@hawleytroxell.com  

Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
Ann Yribar 
Craig White 
Tom Bassista 
Bradley Dawson 
Brandon Flack, Reg. Tech. Assistance Mgr. 
Southwest Region  
Ann.yribar@ag.idaho.gov  
craig.white@idfg.idaho.gov 
thomas.bassista@idfg.idaho.gov 
bradley.dawson@idfg.idaho.gov 
brandon.flack@idfg.idaho.gov 

Wendi Combs 
missterry52@yahoo.com 

Boise Project Board of Control  
Marten Law LLP 
Albert P. Barker 
abarker@martenlaw.com 
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Idaho Power Company 
Marten Law LLP 
John K. Simpson  
jsimpson@martenlaw.com  

City of Meridian 
Alexandra Breshears 
abreshears@meridiancity.org  

Idaho Department of Lands 
J.J. Winters 
 jjwinters@idl.idaho.gov 

USDI BLM 
USDI BLM IDAHO STATE OFFICE 
Fredric W. Price 
fwprice@blm.gov 

Veolia 
GIVENS PURSLEY LLP 
Michael P. Lawrence  
Charles Baser 
mpl@givenspursley.com 
csb@givenspursley.com 
 
 

City of Boise 
BOISE CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
Mary R. Grant  
mrgrant@cityofboise.org 
msteel@cityofboise.org 
 

United States of America Bureau of 
Reclamation 
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 
Ben Miller  
bjmiller@usbr.gov 

Tree Top Ranches LP 
William J. Mulder 
wjmulder@treetopranches.com 

Elmore County Board of Commissioners 
VARIN THOMAS LLC 
Dylan B. Lawrence 
dylan@varinthomas.com 
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