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IWRB tours 15-Mile Creek water-regulation project near Nampa, approves
$3.2M project to improve aging infrastructure on F-waste structure near Burley

BOISE - (May 26, 2026) — The Idaho Water Resource Board (IWRB) toured a water-regulation
project on 15-mile Creek north of Nampa and approved a $3.2 million rehabilitation project
proposed by the Minidoka Irrigation District as part of its regular bimonthly meeting in Boise.

Officials with the City of Nampa and Water District #63 led the field tour on Friday of a potential
water-regulation project on 15-mile Creek, a key tributary that sends irrigation return flows back to
the Boise River. Fifteen-mile creek has large fluctuations during a 24-hour period, increasing from
50-100 cubic feet per second daily, officials said.

With two gravel pits directly adjacent to 15-mile Creek as it flows toward the Boise River, surplus
flows could be diverted into the gravel pits to store water, stabilizing flows returning to the Boise
River, officials said.

“We can regulate the flows by storing water in the gravel pits with gravity flow in and gravity flow
out,” said Mike Schubert, a consulting engineer for HDR Engineering. “And then we could have a
consistent flow 25 cfs going back into the Boise River, while we store surplus flows in the gravel
pits.”

“This is a project of regional interest,” added Tom Points, Director of Public Works for the City of
Nampa. “It seems like a really good solution to regulate water flows and provide some additional
benefits to the Boise River.”

Design and engineering remains to be done. The project cost could be an estimated $1.5 million
for the infrastructure, officials said.

The IWRB wanted to visit the project since it has funded a study currently under way by Water
District #63 on the status of the Treasure Valley drain system that provides return flows to the
Boise River below Caldwell and Middleton. Drain flows are crucial in providing in-stream flows in
the Boise River and irrigation water to farmers and subdivisions between those communities and
the mouth of the Boise Riverin Parma.



“l want to commend the City of Nampa and its partners for looking ahead to the future,” said Al
Barker, a member of the IWRB. “This is how we get things done — people working together to
conserve our water resources.”

In other action, the IWRB unanimously approved a resolution to provide $3.2M in state funds to
assist the Minidoka Irrigation District in rehabilitating the F-waste structure. The South Side
Gravity Canal F-Waste Rehabilitation Project “represents a critical infrastructure investment
focused on the replacement of a key structure within the South Side Gravity Canal system,”
Minidoka District officials said in their application. “The F-Waste structure is essential for
regulating canal operations and safely conveying excess flows within the system. Due to its age
and current condition, the structure is no longer capable of reliably performing its intended
function without increasing operational risk.”

The F-waste project was funded with state dollars set aside for operational efficiency projects
proposed by members of the Surface Water Coalition in Southern Idaho.

In other action, the IWRB voted to provide $1 million in funds for the repair of Winchester Lake
Dam near Winchester, Idaho, as part of a $3.6 million project also funded by the Idaho
Department of Fish and Game and Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation.

Significant upgrades to Winchester Dam are needed to ensure the dam can safely handle a 500-

year flood event and address ongoing seepage concerns affecting the structure’s integrity, officials

said.
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