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Key Points - May 20 , 2026

● Apr-Sep natural water supply forecasts have mostly decreased since last month, and 
are generally below normal
○ Many forecasts less than the 10th percentile
○ Some forecasts near or at historical record low volumes

● Water year to date precipitation is near normal

● Water year to date air temperatures have been above normal

● Water year to date observed runoff is above normal in northern ID, with normal to 
below normal in southern ID

● Seasonal peak snowpack was well below normal, except for in the highest elevations

● 10-day weather forecast calls for below normal precipitation
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2026 Natural Water Supply Forecasts (May. 18)

https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/natural/index.html?version=20190313v1

% Normal Apr - Sep

May 18, 2026

Snake River Basin Current Change* % of Median

Island Park 52 (r) -14 56

Snake near Heise 61 -20 63

American Falls 60 -17 62

Lucky Peak 53 +5 57

Owyhee 11 (r) -23 14

Payette nr Horseshoe Bend 72 +2 77

Dworshak 74 -8 76

Palouse near Potlatch 56 +28 64

Lower Granite 68 -6 70

North Idaho Basins Current Change* % of Median

Coeur D'Alene at Cataldo 45 -16 45

St. Joe at Calder 71 -11 73

* Change since Apr. 6(r) forecast below historical record
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2026 Natural Water Supply Forecasts
Apr-Sep % of AverageApr-Sep % of Average
Apr-Sep % of Average May 18, 2026Apr. 6, 2026 May 18, 2026

Apr-Sep % of Average Apr-Sep PercentileApr-Sep % of Average
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April 2026 Precipitation and Air Temperature

nwrfc.noaa.gov/water_supply/wy_summary/wy_summary.php?tab=1 
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So far in May 2026: Precipitation and Air Temperature

nwrfc.noaa.gov/water_supply/wy_summary/wy_summary.php?tab=2 
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WY 2026 Precipitation and Air Temperature, Nov. - Feb.

Update

nwrfc.noaa.gov/water_supply/wy_summary/wy_summary.php?tab=1 
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WY 2026 Precipitation and Air Temperature to Date

Division % of Normal

Snake abv American Falls 90

Snake abv Hells Canyon Dam 92

Snake abv Ice Harbor Dam 92

Division Departure (deg F)

Snake abv American Falls +5

Snake abv Hells Canyon Dam +4.7

Snake abv Ice Harbor Dam +4.4
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WY 2026 Runoff and Peak Snowpack to Date (May 18)

https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/natural/index.html?version=20190313v1

May 18, 2026

May 18, 2026

https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/snow/index.html?version=20201207v1
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WY 2026 Peak Snowpack and Precipitation - Upper Snake

Snow data from NRCS, BC Hydro, and Alberta Environment and Parks.
 Precip averages from PRISM OSU and PCIC. 

90% of normal as of May 18th

May 18, 2026
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WY 2026 Peak Snowpack and Precipitation - Snake

Snow data from NRCS, BC Hydro, and Alberta Environment and Parks.
 Precip averages from PRISM OSU and PCIC. 

May 18, 2026

92% of normal as of May 18th
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10 Day Precipitation Forecast used in ESP10 (May 18)

Quantitative Precipitation Forecast (QPF) Sources 
Days 1 - 2 NWS Weather Forecast Offices (WFO) in the US, WPC in BC
Days 3 - 7 NWS Weather Prediction Center (WPC)
Days 8 - 10 NWS National Blend of Models (NBM)

Update
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ESP10 Natural Water Supply Forecast - May 18 , 2026

https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/natural/plot/nat_forecasts.php?id=AMFI1
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ESP10 Natural Water Supply Forecast - May 18 , 2026

https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/natural/plot/nat_forecasts.php?id=LUC1
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ESP10 Natural Water Supply Forecast - May 18 , 2026

https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/natural/plot/monthly/monthly_natural_forecasts.php?id=LUCI1



16

ESP10 Natural Water Supply Forecast - May 18 , 2026

https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/natural/plot/nat_forecasts.php?id=LGDW1
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ESP10 Natural Water Supply Forecast - May 18 , 2026

https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/natural/plot/monthly/monthly_natural_forecasts.php?id=LGDW1
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Northwest River Forecast Center

Questions ?

Email: NWRFC.watersupply@noaa.gov

Website: https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/

mailto:NWRFC.watersupply@noaa.gov

