
This Guidance Document is not new law but is an 
agency interpretation of existing law. For more 
information or to provide input on the document, 
please contact the Water Rights Section Manager 
at 208-287-4800. (Feb.2020)
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The purpose of this memorandum is to provide guidelines for estimating 
annual volume for water rights filed by U.S. Forest Service for domestic 
use in their campgrounds. The following guidelines should only be used 
when no specific information was obtained in the field examination process. 

Most campgrounds using groundwater install hand-operated pumps which have a 
capacity of about 1 gpm. The campground usage varies but most are designed 
to meet a peak use of 100 persons/campground. The average season of use 
according to the Forest Service planners is 180 days. The estimated range 
of usage is 500 to 650 gallons/day/campground to as high as 10 
gallons/day/person. 

Using the above estimates, the annual campground groundwater usage is: 

10 ga 11 ons X 180 days X 100 persons = 180,000 ga 11 ons 
day/person season season 

= 180,000 = 0.55 af 
325,850 

Since 0.55 af is so close to the annual volume used for the standard 
in-house domestic usage, 0.6 af/season should be used on U.S. 
Service and BLM water rights. 
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