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September 19, 2016 

Dear Director Spackman, 

PAGE 01/1 7 

l 
RECEIVED 

SEP 1 9 2016 
DEPARTMENT OF 

WATER RESOURCES 

In this fax you will find a petition requesting you to designate a critical ground water area In the Big Lost 

River Basin, and some informational sheets that we are collecting from people who are having trouble 

with their well. We have a list of over 130 people who may be having well issues who we are making 

contact with in order to gather infonnation, and better understand the scope of our problem. 

It is my understanding that our local water district is trying to come up with a solution to our problem so 

you will not have to designate us as critical. I am waiting to hear back from them, but I know that Seth 

Beal our commission chair is instigating a serious diseussion. I hope to hear from them this week. In the 
mean time I thoueht I would pass this information along for you to see, and we will continue to get 

signatures and collect more information. 

Sincerely, 

-1-?o1~ -f1JA nJJ 
Rose Bernal 

Butte County Commissioner 

208-899-1747 

Bcc.bernal@hotmail.corn 
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z 
The signers of this petition are requesting the assistance of the Idaho Department of Water Resources in 
creating a Critical Ground Water Are~ in the Big Lost River Basin in order to stabilize the aquifer for the ' . ,, 

following reasons: 

1. Numerous wells have gone dry, or are going dry, and have been replaced or are being re-drilled. 
This is very costly and sometimes unbearable to effected households. Some individuals have been 
forced to move because of the costs, others have had to sell their property, some are trucking 
water in, and others are pulllng money from places like their 401K to cover the costs. A number 
of irrigators have faced similar problems, and have been forced to sell their water rights to bigger 
entities because they could not afford to drill. Declining aquifer levels are creating a hardship on 
our local economy. 

2. We are concerned that the rate of recharge is not keeping up with the rate that the aquifer is being 
mined. The summary page of Dennis Owsley, P.G. Technical Hydrogeologist's Big Lost Aquifer 
System report concludes that "Current gaining and losing reaches are impacted by lowered 
ground water levels (less gaining reaches). Ground water levels are lower than 1985 conditions 
and appear to be continually dropping (last two years have seen record low water levels in some 
wells)." (2014). In the 1990's approximately fifty thousand acre ft. were pumped from the aquifer 
per year. In the 2000's approximately one hundred thousand acre feet are pumped on average. 
In Jess than 20 years pumping has doubled, and r~charge has gone down due to less people flood 
irrigating, lining of canals, lack of precipitation, and no stream flow in our river. Since 2014 the 
trend toward lowering aquifer levels is continuing at an alarming rate. Numerous household and 
irrigation weJls are going dry. 

3. According to Mr. Owsley's report the Big Lost had drought conditions for 20 out of 26 years from 
approximately 1986 to 2012 (pg. 6, 2014). Slide seven shows a correlation between precipitation 
and water levels. We are currently in the middle of a drought cycle. 

4. The loss of the river and wens going dry is having a devastating effect on our local economy. This 
once lush green landscape has been turned into a dry desert Area home and land values are 
consistently dropping, even while other areas are recovering. It is a burden to our economy, a 
huge burden to our tax base, and it threatens the future survival of families in our valley. When 
welJs go dry ft also makes it djfficult to attract families to move here. Butte County is currently 
one of two counties in the state of Idaho losing population. 

The signers of this petition are requesting: 

1. A year•roond minimum streamflow of at least 6Q ds per day in the Big Lost River to at least 
the Arco gage. 

2. For the director to establish ~asonable pumping levels for the valley. 
3. For the director to stop the use of rot~tion credits. 
4. For the director to stabilize the aquifer using a conjunctive management plan. 
5. Ground water rights cannot be transferred away from their existing areas to other parts of the 

valley, and ground water wells need to remain close to the )ands they are irrigating. 
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Domestic Well User Petition 
1. Name J~ .f< }¼~/) dJ 

-Jfoyy, c... 
2.Address .SID? IA.) ~sz;o N $.IX) ~ r-3::).)3 
tud - r:12:3gg 41.J __ tts _~,,,_._~y-?..,,,__:3---=--~~2"...;......;;;6/;;..J..-__ 

3. Date original well was drilled and original depth 

\Y 

So 5 ~ ~~ &- /71~ Jf;?i' tu J/4vy ?3 
~· ~ /L_ __ _ ~Oj . _;_--~-~_.Pr_1_nz:rr,ruc_. __ _ 

4. Date niost recent w,blems with well began / 

_ · · , ~ dlt)1Lf. /ll~ L,Bozr7 k.,eL/ ~ 
( 

5. Last known static watu level and year mea.,ured 

6. Cwn:nt static water level (if known) 

~O PT /Jfl)k/lU.£c/¢tli. /~~Pr ~"o7 
7 

7. lfthcrc has been well work done on your domestic well in. the last 24 months or ifyonr domestic well is 
dry or going dry, plea..~ explain the circumstances. 

:::k. -Ila d /2 /2 ,u,,,e_ ,fe. t!.Drn.D k: ~ /l uµ w c_±./ 
d?Jl~~ WL, Ztt::'br ?,o0 k . ;/ ~ 
~ ; li.l.ruf W bttd 1--e> wo.,,J- ½.t?... 
d!?i I~ .../o he aua.c.f ~le. V~CJ /u(!.h/ 
Jo ha.ue CL ft?tc.ad /oa10 me ~ 
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Doug Hendrie~ 
3255 W 3000 N, Moore, ID 83255 . 
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Please .return this form to Rose at The Bargain Barn by Sept. 15. Please attach any supporting 
docwn.ents. Call Rose 208-899-1747 with any questions. 

Domestic Well User Petition 
1. Namc __ _,,...J,.._-,-,-=Pc~l.:..aAJ~~m-LL., _..._V\.......,.=6ci..::R...,_;G=:r-'--A...,__t--J _________ _ 

2. Address __ d--_°t.;...3..:;_;_~ ___ LD.=.....&.., _bl_:_l_.,'.5"-"'0~AJ __ . -+)_A_R_<!.._c:>_.,,1---""'.:c_o 

3. Date original well was drilled and original depth 

4. Date most recent problems with well began 

2-015 

5. Last known static water level and year measured 

6. Current static water level (if known) 

S U U" I Iv 6· A I R f.? Q I 6 

)7 

7. Jfthcrc: has been well work done on your domestic well in the last 24 months or if your domestic well is 
dry or going dzy, please cxplaln the circumstances. 

LDc.u F ~ tS D 7:::> ,:, !: I [ !'} ,- /} I0.3 rr Q _ L\i. 

At@. FA-Ll.. a~ 
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Domestic Well User Petition 
I.Name J-f-Ej2/2_t:LL.o/ £.b:..cr~~-- 6._a_dz_s_s_ 0 

2. Address S!ftl!l. u) ·---G2..J:~. ;./ 
__ rr,_7otJ re Z:..D_ d"3d~~ 

3. Dat.c original. well was drilled and original depth 

---·-------

--------

~a ow--~- I~ 0._1 ______ , __ 

--··------ --------· -----, ·--- -----

4. Date most recent problems with well began 

_(2'13-- R __ c2fJ/ ? ___ _ 
5. Last lrnown static watcl' level and year measured 

---~--.,J-U.LL-e. 8' -Z.. ~~ d ol.iL ___ __zd. / 
6. Current static water level (if known) 

--------- ---·------
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7. lfthcre has been well work done on your domestic well in the la.st 24 months o.r if your domestic well 
is dry or going dry, please explain the circumstances. 

__ u..)_{.// -1_s __ _,s_.1,1 'J!':J ___ s ~, flu, _J- -I-_ spJ/r c_a,3 

8-0'?J-4-- - ·-- ·-------

------ --- ·-------


