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RECEIVED
September 19, 2016
SEP 19 2016
DEPARTMENT OF
Dear Director Spackman, WATER RESOURGES

In this fax you will find a petition requesting you to designate a critical ground water area in the Big Lost
River Basin, and some informational sheets that we are collecting from people who are having trouble
with their well. We have a list of over 130 people who may be having well issues who we are making
contact with in order to gather information, and better understand the scope of our problem.

It is my understanding that our local water district is trying to come up with a solution to our problem so
you will not have to designate us as critical. { am waiting to hear back from them, but | know that Seth
Beal our commission chair is instigating a serious discussion. | hope to hear from them this week. Inthe
mean time | thought | would pass this information along for you to see, and we will continue to get
signatures and collect more information.

Sincerely,

Nowo Fomne)

Rose Bernal

Butte County Commissioner
208-899-1747
Bce.bernal@hotmail.com
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The signers of this petition are requesting the assistance of the Idaho Department of Water Resources in
creating a Critical Ground Water Area in the Big Lost River Basin in order to stabilize the aquifer for the
following reasons:

y

Numerous wells have gone dry, or are going dry, and have been replaced or are being re-drilled.
This is very costly and sometimes unbearable to effected households. Some individuals have been
forced to move because of the costs, others have had to sell their property, some are trucking
water in, and others are pulling money from places like their 401K to cover the costs. A number
of irrigators have faced similar problems, and have been forced to sell their water rights to bigger
entities because they could not afford to drill. Declining aquifer levels are creating a hardship on
our local economy.

We are concerned that the rate of recharge is not keeping up with the rate that the aquifer is being
mined, The summmary page of Dennis Owsley, P.G. Technical Hydrogeologist's Big Lost Aquifer
System report concludes that “Current gaining and losing reaches are impacted by lowered
ground water levels (less gaining reaches). Ground water levels are lower than 1985 conditions
and appear to be continually dropping (last two years have seen record low water levels in some
wells).” (2014). In the 1990’s approximately fifty thousand acre ft. were pumped from the aquifer
per year. Inthe 2000’s approximately one hundred thousand acre feet are pumped on average.
In Jess than 20 years pumping has doubled, and recharge has gone down due to less people flood
irrigating, lining of canals, lack of precipitation, and no stream flow in our river. Since 2014 the
trend toward lowering aquifer levels is continuing at an alarming rate. Numerous household and
irrigation wells are going dry. '

According to Mr. Owsley’s report the Big Lost had drought conditions for 20 out of 26 years from
approximately 1986 to 2012 (pg. 6, 2014). Slide seven shows a correlation between precipitation
and water levels. We are currently in the middle of a drought cycle.

The loss of the river and wells going dry is having a devastating effect on our local economy. This
once lush green landscape has been turned into a dry desert. Area home and land values are
consistently dropping, even while other areas are recovering, Itis a burden to our economy, a
huge burden to our tax base, and it threatens the future survival of families in our valley. When
wells go dry it also makes it difficult to attract families to move here. Butte County is currently
one of two counties in the state of Idaho losing population.

The signers of this petition are requesting:

1.

L

A year-round minimum streamflow of at least 60 cfs per day in the Big Lost River to at least
the Arco gage.

For the director to establish reasonable pumping levels for the valley.

For the director to stop the use of rotation credits.

For the director to stabilize the aquifer using a conjunctive management plan.

Ground water rights cannot be transferred away from their existing areas to other parts of the
valley, and ground water wells need to remain close to the jands they are irrigating.
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Domestic Well User Petition

1. Name \J% K A%Kfncb[

Horne.
sadiess B0 U  RSTON  Areo B T32/3

Ulell - 239 wo US thwy 23 It/

3. Datc original well was drilled and original depth _
585 < <D Ln, — kel HATF Lo Heoy TS
Bs L - P M

4. Datc most recent problems with well began
/M 2020 WM/%®7M4£M¢L

5. Last known static water level and year measured

6. Current static water level (if known)

5D Pr ﬂ/wé-/Wzéﬂ:%//A@aa S T Ros s

7. If there has been well work done on your domestic well in. the last 24 months or if your domestic well is
dry or going dry, please explain the circumstances.
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WELL SERVICE |
Doug Hendricks

3255 W 3000 N, Moore, ID 83255
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Please return this form to Rose at The Bargain Barn by Sept. 15. Please attach any supporting
documents. Call Rose 208-899-1747 with any questions,

Domestic Well User Petition

1. Name JoHn M. MorcA N

2. address___ D03 W, SISO N ., AR Tp

3. Date original well was drilled and original depth
1978 (WENTDRY IN 1998 ) REDRLED M 1SS

4. Date most recent problems with well began

ROIB [ LOWERL.> PUmMP TO [ AA FL IN 20158 D

5. Last known static water level and year measurcd

2OI5 ~12R FT

6. Current static water level (if known)

SULKINGAIR #+0 /6

7. If there has been well work donc on your domestic well in the last 24 months or if your domestic well is
dry or going dry, please explain the circumstances.

Lowdls 5D POme 8/ [N 2O0(s ~ MNowd Sk inNG-
AR FALL ROIC
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Domestic Well User Petition
1 teme_ I 7Zpohen ¥ E Lzabeth  Galassa

2 Addross YOG ) I8 SD 4 | _
tYl0pre  TH B35S

3. Datc original well was drilled and original depth

khow _ — J20°

4. Date most recent problems with well began

g 8 0/ .

5. Last known static water level and year measured
; 7 A
Sune & 20/ 72

6. Current static water Iovel (if known)

7. If there has been well work done on your domestic well in the last 24 months or if’ your domestic well
is dry or going dry, please explain the ¢circumstances.

Wl s su gizg ,_-_.5ﬁ,7__‘7.§_/1/a:_ L sputtkring
Gauag ley




