North Ada County Meeting Notes – 2/19/09
Discussion of the Project Funding (DO):

· CAMP funding has been reduced from $20M to $8M

· Treasure Valley (which includes North Ada County) and Rathdrum Prairie are the two basins currently funded.

· Final budgets will be available in March/April 2009

· Continue forward with RFPs and contracts keeping in mind a reduction in budget

Presentation of Updates on Development Status (DO):

· Two updates regarding two proposed developments.   

· The Dry Creek 4,300-home development was rejected by the Ada County Commissioners on 1/7/09.  

· The application will be modified and presented again to the Commissioners in March.  The M3 development has a hearing for their water right application in April.

Update on the Monitoring Program (DO):

· The latest round of measurements was conducted in December 2008.
· All of the transducers are deployed and working properly.

· Multiple residents have contacted me regarding including their domestic well into the monitoring program.  
· Next round of measurements is scheduled for March.

Discussion of the proposed surface geophysics (DO):

· Presentation of an overview of the proposal.  The proposal has changed significantly since the last working group meeting.  The proposal now includes geophysics to be conducted in the East Ada study area.  

· Conduct a data review and analysis of industry seismic data, magnetic data, and gravity data to help determine the most beneficial methods for the areas.

· Run one 15 mile seismic line in North Ada (down Big Gulch), and one 15 mile line in East Ada (down Indian Creek).
· Collect additional magnetic and gravity data in both study areas.

· Proposal is developed as a phased approach, allowing modifications in the field collection methods based on the data acquisition during the collection of field data.

· Comments on the plan:

· Run the North Ada line up to Hwy 55 to be able to confidently determine the signature of the basement rock and move down the gulch from there (ES).

· The potential of running an additional line to the north near Willow Creek would be beneficial in determining the transition between the PGSA and WCA (WB).

· Questions were raised regarding the purpose of continuing down past highway 16 into Middleton based on the unknown amount of beneficial information that line would provide (CP).

Water Use Presentation and Update (M. Maupin)

· A presentation regarding water use estimates for the Treasure Valley were presented.

· The coverage to determine land use designations was updated in 2001 (NLCD).  This coverage is used to determine urban density and other land use categories.  The next update is scheduled to be conducted for 2010.
· Every five years purveyor data is updated.  Neighborhood associations provide site specific data, irrigation values are based on crop type and irrigation practices.
Presentation of the Model Assessment Proposal (DO):

· We are currently developing a proposal to contract a ground water modeler to review the existing models on the Western Snake Plain.

· Examine five existing models and determine their suitability to answer the overall CAMP questions.

· Work is scheduled to be complete by 2010.

Discussion of Proposed Geochemistry Task (DO):

· Ideas were presented on how this task could be conducted.

· Initial data review.

· Identify gaps and areas of additional investigation.

· New parameters to be sampled.

· Questions regarding proposal.

· What is the overall purpose of conducting this investigation?  The goal of the task should be well thought out before any work is conducted (CP).

· Tritium may not be a good tracer, maybe wastewater parameters would be more beneficial.
· USGS papers have well documented parameters for recent age dates, however they are expensive (JB).

· Develop a straw man proposal and distribute it to the group for comments.

Surface Water Investigations (DO):
· Planning several tasks related to the surface water features in the areas.  

· Boise River seepage run.  There are a wide range of estimates for the gains/losses from the Boise River.  A more detailed investigation through hand measurements will provide more data to clarify any discrepancies.  

· Gage installation the small streams in North Ada.

· Possible seepage surveys in the tributaries in addition to gage installation.

