DRAFT


ESHMC Meeting Notes from May 11, 2007

Item 1 -
An attendance list was not circulated.  The following were present at the meeting:




Mike Beus




Greg Sullivan




Bryce Contor




Sean Vincent




Rick Allen




Gary Johnson




Willem Schreuder




Chuck Brockway




Chuck Brendecke




Rick Raymondi




John Koreny




Donna Cosgrove




Jon Boling




John Lindgren




Allan Wylie




Brian Patton

Item 2 -
Brian Patton briefed the ESHMC on the scope of the Technical Studies planned to support the Idaho Water Resource Board in the development of the ESPA Framework Plan.  Funding for the studies was provided in the 2007 Legislative Session via House Concurrent Resolution No. 28 and House Bill No. 320.  


There was a discussion regarding how to impose rates of watering or what crops to grow on ground water users.  Brian indicated that the Board is reluctant to dictate methods or practices to farmers.  Rick Allen and Bryce said that the Board could still encourage farmers regarding what to grow even if the impact of certain crop mixes is shown to be small.  

The impact of climate change on the timing of runoff and how storage is affected was discussed.  Hydrology Section staff will complete a study for the Board.  Jon Boling reminded the committee that resources could be utilized from the Climate Impact Subcommittee that was recently formed by IDWR.  Rick Allen indicated that Russ Qualls of the Biology and Agricultural Engineering Department at UI-Moscow and the current State Climatologist provided him a summary of recent/current work being done in conjunction with Joel Hamilton and Garth Taylor on estimating climate change impacts on snowmelt-derived water supply in the eastern Snake River System.  This information was previously forwarded to the ESHMC.

Soft and hard conversion projects were briefly discussed.  Chuck Brendecke indicated that places where there is a physical constraint for water delivery should be identified.  Rick Allen indicated that identifying the potential for conversions where canal systems have ground water rights could be complicated.  John Koreny said that there is not an option for conversion for the A&B Irrigation District because of the limited canal size.  Brian Patton agreed that at A&B there would be limitations during dry years, and construction in certain areas of constriction would be necessary.

There was a discussion of setting goals and the advantages of looking at targets for actions being contemplated by the Board.  Greg Sullivan said that we can’t set goals yet without the studies.  Brian Patton conceded that the Strawman is still serving as the basis for goals although CREP and recharge components may have been optimistic.   Chuck Brockway asked Brian whether he thought that the  Board’s Advisory Committee would have an influence on the formulation of goals.  Brian responded that there would be some influence but there would also be an education component for some “new players” on the committee.  John Koreny indicated that he felt there was an advantage of looking at easy, moderate, and difficult targets instead of the benefits of actions.  Donna indicated that there would be difficulties in setting targets because there is variability in simulations versus measurements.  The ESHMC requested a mechanism for input of ideas, technical opinions, etc. to the Board.  Brian and Rick said this would be discussed with Hal Anderson.

Note:  Hal agreed that the ESHMC should have an opportunity to address the Board.  Further details regarding this will be provided.

Item 3 - 
Rick Raymondi briefed the ESHMC on the status of the ESPA monitoring program.  House Bills No. 241 and No. 317 from the 2007 Legislative session were handed out for background information.  There was a short discussion regarding the usefulness of the Menan gage.  It was agreed that the gage has a short database but has good potential for calculation of reach gains.  The budget for 2007 was posted on the ftp site for the benefit of the ESHMC.  Greg Sullivan requested the return flow data.

Item 4 - 
Bryce Contor continued the discussion on the Current Practices Scenario.

The minutes for this portion of the meeting are in a separate document prepared by Bryce located in the May 11 folder of the IDWR ftp site – Meeting Summary CurrentPrac 20070514.

Item 5 -
The ESHMC did not continue the discussions of model enhancement and formulation of the conceptual model for ESPAM Version 2.0.  Willem Schreuder prepared a paper for discussion titled “Observations regarding the Simulation of Monthly Stress Periods in the ESPA”.  It was agreed that this paper would be a topic of discussion and on the agenda for the next meeting (July 23rd).

DECISION POINT SUMMARY

The following was agreed upon:

1) The ESHMC requested a mechanism for input of ideas, technical opinions, etc. to the Board.  Hal Anderson agreed that the ESHMC should have an opportunity to address the Board.  Further details regarding this will be provided.

2) The return flow data from all available years will be posted on the ftp site.

3) For the Current Practices Scenario, no one had immediate objections to the data set or the procedure used to derive starting heads. However, committee members wish to wait to review all the files associated with the "Combo 3" run (which will correct a small problem with return flows in the last few years of Aberdeen-Springfield data) before making a final decision.

4) To be certain that all seasonality signals are overcome, starting heads for the scenario will be obtained by running all 22 years of calibration data and the five years of semi-synthetic data with annual stresses. This simulation will start 1 May 1980 and use calibration-period starting heads.

5) Committee members wish to carefully review the spreadsheets used to assign indices and calculate target-weighting fractions. Committee members also wish to carefully review the solver spreadsheets.

6) The ESHMC will continue the discussions of model enhancement and formulation of the conceptual model for ESPAM Version 2.0.  It was agreed that the paper prepared by Willem Schreuder would be a topic of discussion and on the agenda for the next meeting.

7) The next ESHMC meeting will be Monday July 23rd.  
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