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Before The Drrecfor of fhe Depdrimen‘r of Wofer Resources of fhe Sfdfe of Iddho
o A M SR -

o _]Regcrrdng Applicofron for permrf fo dppropriofe worfer rrghf numbers 01—07131 frough 01 07137 rn fhe L -
"».'_-ndme offhe Sfdfe of Idoho . : ISR

o My ndme is Spence Wdrner ond | dm oddresslng you ds pcrsf Owner dnd presenf Generol Mcrndger of’
* the South-Fork Lodge in Swan Voiley [daho. - This Lodge rs a deshnofron fishing resorr mcludrng d“f, E
'-res’rduron’r motel, fiy shop, RV’ park, ond Real Es’rdfe office. The Lodge speciolrzes in comple‘re Fly[ 7
Fishlng Pdckdges for peopfe fhroughouf fhe Unlfed Sfdfes dnd In'rerndfrondlly ) ST

. The. Lodge currenf[y possesses ‘a. State: rssued Ouffrﬂers ||cense for use on fhe Soufh Fork of fhe Sndke S

~~ River. - The South Fork-has long been fhoughf of asa one of- mdny premler Blue Rrbbon Trout sfreoms, S

o fhroughou’r the- Wesf Thrs portion-of the. River has been profr!ed in many- mdgozlne dnd newspdper' TN
» omctes as well ds berng fecn‘ured on numerous ’relevrsron progrdms ndfronwrde y .

. The Soufh Fork Lodge currenﬂy hds 5 full hme employees ond crn dddmondl 50 sedsondl emponees* L

, .-_‘(Mdy through November] - The: South Fork Lodge. gross: pdyroll for the 1997 fdx year tfotaled :$

. °334,699.43, The total business of the Lodge Is directly: linked 1o the flows of the Soufh Fork and would

' T"fherefore be hrghly impocfed by the dpprovol of -the - dforemen’noned proposgl The ‘River has o '

ﬂexperrenced abnormal roodrng in_recent years whlch resulted . in a negofrve impact on the.local

: .economres fhroughou’r fhe Swan Valley, !rwrn, & Pdlrsddes areas. We all suffer when the fishermen don't
come because the fishing has been severely affected by Rrver conditions. If this proposol Is'passed, - -
"we feel it's Impdcf Could negdhvely dffecf publrcify crnd drrecf frshermen owcry from fhe dreo for yedrs ‘
fo come - = . ) . . . .

o If is our oprnron nof only would fhrs proposol dffecf ’rhe Ioccr[ economy, buf rf wouid hdve a devosfofrng;f ‘
o _-dnd long’ term. |mpdcf on frsh ‘and wildlife hdblfd’r The recharge proposorl would severely deplete
-,}mmrmum flows during the fall and winter:months. crnd ‘would be brologrccrlly disastrous fo: The flshery. - .
~Also, fhe reduc’rron of flood pedks durlng the spring run ‘off could cause damage fo. habitat formdhon o
~such as: island loss, groveI bar deterloration, ond riparian desrrucfron as well as dffecfrng regeneration .
. ,numbers The South Fork’ has fhe Iorges’r known Coffonwood foresf and relres hedvrly on dnnuol sprrng. :
. 'g;run off for rf‘s regenerofron S . : S N



e We dre very concerned dbou’r ’rhe reduc‘rron of ’rhe flows durrng the wrn‘rer mon’rhs An rncredse in. rorng .
- caused by Iower wo‘rer levels would take'a toll on The small hour populdhon ‘We do not belreve ﬂ'rere‘_ :
-has been orderly scienhfrc dssessmen’r of the brologlcoi Impcrc’rs this recharge drversron could cause.on

o . the flsh or.on rhe rrparrorn dreds of rhe Sou’rh Fork We hcrve no’r seen dny sclenhfrc dd'rd To suppor‘r ‘rhe .

proposal SR T T T

e [»We are berng odvrsed 'rhrough newspdper orhcles and word of mouTh ThQ‘I' downsrreom won‘er users""':'; L
- could be over pumprng by.as much as 50%. We would like to.cisk that ways' o conserve some of this- ..~

. wo’rerbe Inveshgo'red before crpplyrng for more wcr’rer from our upsrreorm rrvers 5 R

L ,.?‘:.fwe belreve ’rhcrr The dpplrcohon rs noT in rhe bes’r rm‘eres'r of the publrc under drncles |C 42-203A (5) 1hd’r e
o Tthe worrer supply itself is rnsuffrcren’r for rhe purpose for. whrch n‘ is sough’r ro be appropriafed.”, +IC 42- L
.- 203A (8): “that the application has been made for speculd’rrve purposes” ; IC42-203A (5); ‘and “rhcn‘ it.
S s conrrory 1o the- conservation of. the woter resources on ’rhe Srcr’re of Idoho ornd lC42 203A (5] Also N

: /our busrness erI be economrdlly rmpdc’red

o \_‘ »We ‘rherefore reques’r r‘hcr’r ’rhe obove wc’rer rlghr‘s dppllCdﬁons be denred unﬂl 'rhe followrng Issues dre.f o
- heard and addressed ' T R

1 ] An dssessmen’r of hOblTCIT condr'rrons [d'r 'rhe rornge of fiver rows 'rho’r would resuIT from
: - the proposed drversrons] be underrcrken o provide an Improved unders‘rondrng of
’rhe po’ren‘rrdl impacts on the. River's physrcol and biologlcol o’n‘rrbures '
- .-2.). Scientific evrdence should be provrded ‘ro verrfy 'rhcrr‘ ‘rhe proposed drversrons wrll
o rechdrge the 'rorgered crqurfers -
. '3 Scientific evidence: should be provrded ’ro qualify r‘he dmounT of expecred
- recharge atdifferent imes of the year dit different locations. ‘ : e
T4 Sdfegucrrds must be provrded 1o prevenr total drverslons from Indrvrducl Rrvers wiII '
-. notexceed omoun’rs deemed brologrcorlly occeprcrble C
. i5 ] Rechorge Dlversron ’rrmrng of occurrence should be cldrrr" ed

- , ! olso recommend Tho’r The lrsr‘ed worer rrgh’rs dpplrccrﬁons dre denied unﬁl furrher publrc commen’r dnd ' : :
drscussion oceur. | respecifully requesr that a. hecrrrng be. scheduled after.the dbove menhoned R

_ frscrenhflc evrdence is provided to conslder ’rhe publrc rmpdc’rs 1hor ’rhese proposed wcrter rrghr‘s moy o
= r.hcrve ' T TOSE

‘ ‘Spence Wdrner :
- General Mahager .
.~ South Fork Lodge -
- Profestant . -
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