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BIZ LOST RIVER WATER USERS ASSOCIATION
STATEMENT AND EXPLANATION OF POSITION

paving felt for aome time that several aspects of
watar law in our geographic area. narticularly the oparation of
the Big Lost River crrigatien District, were not being managed
{n &n appropriate manner, We& Jave heen anzious to make a20me
corrections, These morrections, nowaver, have been difficult,
Lf not almost impossible, O achieve ankil we moved into a lege
than normal annual precipitation eycle,

’ Because of :this ‘“drier" =zrend, We have gained the
public support to address rhe following igsuee:

1, A number 3f large :irrigation wells have been
developed and pumpad for a jumber of years without any approval
through tha license procedure administeread by the I.D.W.R.
Those applications ware srovestad in public hearings, but vere
not acted upen 9y +he 3tate DJecausa nf the Swan Falls
moratorium, Privately, Dnowever, ~ha wells were daveloped and
pumped, Cease and Desist ordars have recently been delivered
to most and it is hoped :hat at the conclusion ¢f tha eurrent
hearing process, these vells wiil be either: (a) linoperable,
(b} reconstructed or, ‘¢) moved so they will no longer depléte
prior righte of both surface and ground-water rights.

2. A larger  ang. more damaging practice: {a the

pumping of wells <chat nave oreviously bean licensed as a
supplementary or primary right Efor a particular pisce of

ground, but which are not peing used where they were licensed,

Inetead, these rights are being szchanged, putchased and/or run
to locations saevaral miles Jrom rhe original licensed area,
There A&re apptoximately 40 to 30 of these wWella that nust be
corrected 23 they are 2180 contributing to serious ground-water
depletion in short water years.

3. Another problem that anlarges the effect of ltem
No, 2 ila the delivery of decreed surface and storage waker to
ljands outaide district soundaries that result Zfrom axchangé
pumping agreements. "nigs creates overdrafta outside the
digtriet, a lack of ground-vatar recharge, and depletion of
surface supplies in the district, and other related areas,

We believe that GChese practices must be gtoppeéd,

4, Another pragtice that W sgel needs to Dbe
corrected is that of pumping £or credit., That practice
jnvolves a land owner who pPumMpH wig well into the delivery
system of the District Jhethar he may 2r may not be irrigating,
and recelves storage credit in the Mackay Dam for the amount of
his water pumped, 7This »ump cradit may or may not be used by

.




him, but most often ig deiivered o another land owner eithex
inaide or outside the nigtrict wnoundaries. This practice is
most often used in soniunction wWith rhose ~practices digeusged

in itema 2 and 3, ahove.

5., Another practice ased in eonjunction with the
foregoing is that o5 tha diversion of decread gurface and
storage water to iand outside district boundarias and credited
o the district offlce wooks a8 pump WRLEL, thareby giving &
false impression of sropriety. ingfer to attached exhibit NO.

1,

§. we believe that the currant minimum stIeam flow
{n ths amount of 350 cfx iz insufficient to remch the meuth of
the valley during the wintar months when A& recharge of the
agquifer could at least partially be achieved, An ipcrease in
the minimum stream flow plus® clear authority f£or the dilstrict
maintenance crew to TANOVA ngaver dame and other phatructions
from the main channel of =me Big Lost River, poth above and
below the Mackay Dam, would greatly improve this gituation,

wa beliave that the -egpongibility for the solution of
the concerns listed above must bpe gshared by the local
irrigation district soard and the I.D.W.R. We jave nade some
changes in the irrigacion board memberahip and are gurrantly
involved in the nomination and slaction of two additional new
board mambers, e are convinced that L€ we CBH nake these
changes in board members, We can correct many of our problems
locally.

These areas of concarn must alse be addressed by the
1.D.W.R., and we reallze ~hat their responsibility is going to
wa difficult because of public and political pressuzie, which
brings use to the anderiying reason for the meeting with
Govarnor Andrus. Adr. 3igginson has shewn great intersst and
has taken eeveral significant gteps in btelping *o eorrect our
problems. We teel that he neads all the sypport possible from
the Governor's office In order that he may accomplish a
difficult task. .

In summary, our request 1a really quite simple, all
we are asking is that prior surface and ground-water Irighta be
protected  through vhe  anforcement of Idaho's statutes
pertaining to water iaw. #@a believe that 1f the above areas of
concern are corrected that rhe 3iq Loat River Valley can enjoy
improved economic, acological and environmental conditiens, and
a sustained watar supply sor this and succeeding generations,

incerely,

34g Lost River water Usars
association
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